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Fleetwood Sbepheard, Eſq, 


Aving ſeveral mornings, and 
carly, travell'd ro Sr. , hn 

with the only deſign of being with 
you ; and milling you as ofren; I be- 
came fo morrtiti'd with the misfor- 
rune, that I refolv'd ro come into the 
Town no more, till affur'd of your 
rerurn from Copr-Hil/ : bur becauſe 
| mcant not altogether ro ki!l ny f(clf, 
for my enterraiament I provided me 
ſome of thoſe Maſter preces of Wir, 
ſo renown'd every-where, and fo edi- 
tying ro the Srage : 1 mean the choi- 
ceſt and moſt applauded Engh hb Tra- 
gout this laſt age; as Kollo; A 
ing and no King ; the Maids Tra- 
B tedy 
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(2) 
gedy by Peaumont and Fletcher : 
Othello, and Fulizs Cir, by Skatef- 
pear ; and Cataline by Worthy Per. 

Theſe I perus'd with ſome artcn- 
tion, and fome rcefictions 1 made; in 
which, how far I miſtake your fenie, 
that is, how far ] am mullaken, 1 dc- 
ſire to be inform'd. 

I had hcard that the Theatcy was 
went to be calld the School of Ver- 
iue; and Tragedy a Poem for Kings : 
That they who tirli brought Tragedy 
ro perſeftion, were made Vice-Necys 
and Governors of Iſ{:tds ; were ho- 
nourcd cvcry-where with Statucs of 
Marblc, and Starucs of Braſs ; were 
ſtil'd the Wiſe Sophocles , the IH(e 
Faripides by God and Man, by Ora- 
cles and Philoſophers. That for 
reaching Morality, Cram or and Chry- 
fippets were no-body ro *cm. This 
laticr rranſcrib'd the whole Mecdea of 
Fiaripides into his works. That fo 
ref.n'd a People, and fo frugal a Com: 
mon-wealth as Aihens did tas and af. 
ſeſs themſelves, and laid our more of 
their publick Exchequer upon the re- 
preſentation of theſe Plays, than all 

their 


ES 


their Wars flood them in, though 
ſomcrimes both Scas and Land were 
cuver'd with Favan Encmics that in- 
vaded themm. And not A:bens only, 
but (who hated Aihbens) fo auſlcre 
and gium a generation as thoſe of 

ita, by the care of Lycurgus, a 
greed rhe fame honour to theſe Arbe- 
#7 in FPoels. 

Theſc things coming into my mind, 
ſfarcly (thought 3) mens brains lye 
not in the fame piace as formerly ; 
or clſe Pocrry 15 not now the fame 
thing un was in rnotc days ot y Ore, 

| therefo re madc cenguiry W hat dit- 
ference might be in our Phikſephy 
and A inners ; 1 tound that our 7 b- 
loſophers agrced well cnough with 
theirs, in inc IT ; h« WCEYCET, that Our 
Pocrs have torc's4 another way ro the 
wood ; a £y-road, that runs directly 
croſs to that of N uw. Manners and 
Fhuls lophy which gain'd the Anczerts 
ſo great vencration 

| would nor _cxamin the grepor- 
trons, the wrilies and oulward rcgu- 
lritiecs, the mechuncal part of 1 ras 
gedics : there is no talking of Peaus 
B 3 L1cs 


(4) 


tics when there wants Eſſentials ; *cis 
nor neceſlary for a man ro have a 
noſe on his face, nor to have two 
legs: he may be a !rue man, though 
aukward and uaſightly, as the Mon- 
fer in the TempeFt 

Nor have I much troubl'd their 
phraſe and expreſſion, ! have nor vex'd 
their Janguage wit: te doubts, the 
remarks and crcrnal rr:flings of the 
French Gr ammmatica/%crs : much leſs 
have I caſt about 1or Jelts, and gone 
a qu:bble-carching, 

I have chicfly conſider'd the Fb/e 
or Plot, which all conclude to be the 
Soal of a Tragedy; which, with the 
Ancients , is always found to be a 
reaſonable Soul ; bur with ns, tor the 
moſt part, a 6rutz/h, and often worſe 
than 6ruti/h. 

And certainly there is nor requir'd 
much Learning. or that a man mult 
be ſome Ariſtotle, and Dottor of 
Subiilizes, ro form a right judgment 
in this particular ; common ſenſe ſuf- 
fices;and rarely have I known the Wo- 
men-judgrs miſtake in theſe points, 
when they have the patience to _— 
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4# 
and (left ro their own heads) they de- 
cide with _ = ſenſe. Bur if 

le are prepolleſt, if they will jud 
IF Rollo is Ochells and one m——_— 
hne by another, we can never have a 
certainty. | 

Amongſt thoſe who will be obje- 
ing againlt the doQtrin I lay down, 
may peradventure appear a ſort of 
men who have remember'd ſoand ſo ; 
and value themſelves upon their ex- 

erience, | may write by the Buok 
(fay they) what I have a mind, bur 
they fnow whar will pleaſe. Theſe 
are a kind of S, age-quackts and Em- 
pericks in Poetry, who have got a &Ke- 
cert 10 pletſe : And no Collegiate like 
em for purge the Paſſions, 

Theſe fav (tor inſtance) a Ang and 
no King, pleaſes. 1 ſay the Comical 
part prealer, 

I fay that Mr. [1t pleaſes; moſt 
of the buſineſs {al's ro his thare, and 
what he delivers, every one takes 
upon content ; their 7yes are prepot- 
ſeſt and charm'd by tus ton, betore 
oughr of the Poets can approach 
their ears ; and to the moſt wretched 
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of Charafters, he gives a lu! r2 and 
brillmmt which dazlcs the /icht, thar 
the dcformities in the Poctry cannot 
be pcerceiv'd, 

Therefore a diſtintion is ro he 
made between what p/:.7(rs naturally 
in it felf, and what pler/cs upon the 
account of Machines, Aftors, Dances 
and circumſtances which arc mccrly 
accidental to the Tragedy, 

Ariſtotle obſerves, that in his time, 
ſome who (wanting the ralcnt ro 
write whar might pleaſe) made it 
thcir care that the Actors ſhould help 
our, where the Muſes faild, 

Theſe objeAtors nrge, that there 
is a\ſo another great 4acrciaent, which 
is, that Athens and Londen have not 
the ſame Meridian. 

Certain it is, that Nature is the 
ſamc, and M.m is the ſame, he wes, 
grieves, bates, enTics, has the ſame 
affections aud paſſrons in both places, 
and the ſame {prongs that give them 
moticn. What mov'd priy rhere, will 
bere alſo produce the tame cet. 

This maſt be conteſt, unleſs they 
will, in cfi-C& ſat, that we have not 
that 


CF) 
that delirate taft oft things ; we are 
not fo rofiv d, nor fo wvertuors ; thar 
Athens was more crtwilit d by their 
Pl ſophe 5, than we with both our 
Philoſophers and rwelve Apoſt tes. 

Bur were it to be ſuppos'd that N'z 
twre with us 1I$ a corrupt and de- 
prav'd N ure, that we are Barbar:- 
ans, and hum inty dwells nor a- 
mong{ſt us ; ſhall our Poet therefore 
pamper this corrupt nature, and in- 
dulge our barbarity ? Shall he nor 
rather prrge away the corruption, 
and retorm our minners 7 Shall he 
not with Orphers rather choole to 
draw the Brutes after him, than be 
himſelf a follower of the Herd? 
Was it thus that the ancient Pocts 
(by the belt Philoſophers) became 
{tid the F.cthers of Knowledg, and 
Interpreters of the Gods ! 

Laiily, (though - $00) is a Poem 
chicfly for men of ſenſe) yer I cannor 
be pe r(waded that tlc people arc fo 
very mad of Acorns, but that they 
could be well content tro cat the 
Hread of civil perſons. 
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Say others, Poetry and Reaſor, how 
come theſe ro be Cater-couſins ? 
Poetry is the Ch:/4 of F1r-y,and is nc- 
yer to be ſchool'd and 4:[riplin'd by 
Reaſon ; Poctry, fay thev, is blind 
inſpiration, 1s pure entbuſt lm, 1s raps 
ture and rage all over. 

Bur F.zycy, I think, in Poetry, is 
like Faith in Religion ; it makes far 
diſcoveries, and foars above reaſon, 
bur never claſhes, or runs againſt ir. 
Fancy leaps, and frisks, and away 
ſhe's gone ; whillt reaſon rattles the 
chains , and follows afrer. Reals 
mult conſent and ratify what-cver by 
fancy is attempred in its abſence; or 
cliſe 'tis all »s// and void in law, 
However, in the contrivance and @c0- 
nomy of a Play, reaſon is always prin- 
cipally ro be conſulted. Thoſe who 
objet againſt reaſon, arc the F.zu4 
tacks in Poctry, and arc ncver to bc 
ſav'd by thcir good works. 

Others imagin thar theſe rules and 
reſtraints on the Plot and Argument 
of Tragedy, wou'd hinder _—_ good 
mirigue, wou'd clog invention, and 
make all Pliys alike and nfs. 

ur 
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Bur certainly N «wre affords plenty 
and varicty enough of Zeantzes, that 
no man need complain it the de/orm d 
are cloyſter'd up, and thut from him. 
Such a Paintcr has been, wio could 
draw nothing bur a Role ; yer other 
Fainters can deſign one nl the ſame 
good face in a thouſand ſeveral fi- 
gurcs : it may be remember'd that 
there are but tive vowels ; or be ccn- 
ſider'd, from [even Planers, and their 
ſcveral poſitions, how many faces and 
fortunes the Aſtrologer diſtribures ro 
the people. And has not a Foer more 
vertues and wices Within his carcle, 
cannot he obſerve them and their in- 
fluences in their ſeveral /twations, in 
their oppoſitrons and conjuntTious , in 
theic altitudrs and depreſſions : and 
he ſhall ſooner find his 4, than the 
ftores of Nature exhauſted. 

Other objeQtions may be anſwer'd 
as they fall in the way, I would on- 
ly have you before hand advertiz'd, 
that you will find me ty'd to no cer- 
tain ffzle, nor laying my reaſons ro-- 
gether in form and method. You will 
hnd me ſometimes reaſoning, ſome-+ 

rimes 
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times declaiming, ſomcrimes cirins 
authority for common lculc ; ſome- 
rimes ut termy. as my on, Wiiat may 
be had at any Pootfbep in te Nation : 
ſomerimes doubring when 1 mighe be 
poſitive, and ſomerimes confident our 
of ſcaſon ; ſomerimes turning 7-4 
gedy into what is Lgbt and comical, 
and ſporting when I thould be ſerious, 
This varicry made the travel more 
eaſy. And you know I am not cut 
out for writing a Treatiſe, nor have a 
_ to pew any thing exu/tly; fo 

ng as I am ire to the min [onſe 
belore me, you will pardon mc in the 
reſt, 

Nor will it, 1 hope. give offence 
thar 1 handle theſe Tragedries with 
the ſame liberty thar I formerly had 
raken in examining the ZFpick Po- 
ems of Spencer, Cowley, and ſuch 
namcs as will cver be ſired to me. 
Rap tells us, for his own Countrey- 
men, that none of them had writ a 
good 7r.igedy, nor was ever like to 
write one. And an (4) eminent 1ta- 
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han conleſices, that rhe beſt of rheirs 
excceded nor a mediocrity ; and yer 
their Drwvine T iſo had then writ a 
Tragedy, and 7Tourr:[modo ftrutred it 
in bus ns. 

But 1 have elſewhere declar'd my 
opinion, that the Fxgi:h want net- 
ther gen/us nor {inguaige tor ſo great 
a work. And, certainly, had our Au- 
thors began with Tragedy, as Sopho- 
cer and Euripides leit it ; had they 
either built on the ſame foundation, 
or altcr their model; we might ere 
this day have ſcen Poetry in greater 
pertectiou, and boallcd tuch Monu- 
ments of wit as Greece or Kome nc- 
ver knew in all their g/ory. 


Ccording ro the beſt account I 

can gather from old Authors, 
1ragedy was originally, with the 
Ancicnts, a picce of /eligrous wor- 
ſhip, a part of their Liturgy. The 
Prieſts tung an Anthem ro their god 


Diony- 


(12) 
Dionyſus, whilſt the Gort (5) flood at 
his Altar to be ſacrific'd © And this 
was call'd the Goar-ſurg or Trager, 

Theſe Pricſts were cali d rhe Chu- 
rus, and now the who'e Ceremony 
was pcrform'd by them, till Theſprs 
introduc'd the Fpriuds, and brought 
an Ator on the Stage. 

Which Fp:ſods the Pricfts ar firſt 
mutim''d againit as an Janovalicn, 
they liten'd a long while, thought it 
ran off from the Text, and wonder'd 
how it wou'd be apphi'd, til at laſt 
their patience could ho!d no longer, 
and they roat'd out, (c) Nething 
to Dioniſus, nothing to Dionyſus, 
which gave beginning ro the Pro- 
verb. 

But the Port gaining upon them 
by little and little, enlarged the Ep- 
fod, till it grew the m1un part ; the 
pt which only is by us cal”d the 


(5) Won'd therefore 111d im Horace, Vilem cer« 
ravit ad hircam , 4/--Khcror dicturus ad aras 3 
net bring ſariiſted in O—_ Eith what the Cor 
ment arors deviſ”, win they read,-—- Vilem ccrta« 
vit ob hircum. 
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Tr.igedy. And to make amends to 
Piry(ts, the Theaters were all con- 
ſecrated 10 him, and the Plays ated 
there, calPd Dionyſus's Plays. 

Aftcr much new-modelling, many 
changes and alterations, AZ[chylus 
came with a [ecend Actor on the 
Stage, and lefſen'd the buſineſs of the 
Chorus proportionably. Bur Sopho- 
cles adding a 1hird Actor, and parn- 
ted Scenes, gave (in Ariſtotle's opi- 
_ the urmolt perfe7;cn ro Tra- 

y. 

: And now it was that (the men of 
ſenſe grown weary with diſcourſing of 
Atoms and empty Space, and the bu- 
mour of Mechanical Vhil y near 
ſpent.) Socrates fer vp for Morality, 
and Ml the buz in Arbens was now 
abour verrue and good lite. 

Camerades with him, and Confede- 
ratcs in his worthy deſign, were our 
Sophoclkes and Firipdes: Eut theie 
took a different method. 

He inſtruted in a pleaſant face- 
tious manner, by witty queit:ons, at- 
lufions and parables. 

Theſe were for teaching by yo" 
Ps, 


*., of * ® 4 — + 
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(14) 
ples, in a graver way, yer extremely 
pleaſant and delightful. And, t.nding 
mn Hiſtoty, the ſame «nd happen to 
the rig/teons 21nd to the arjuit, wer- 
tue otren oppreſt, and wirfednels on 
the Throne : they ſaw theſe particu- 
lar yefterdiy-iruhs were impericct 
and unpropcr to illuſtrare the wn7e ey. 
fal and eternal rruths by them inten- 
ded. tHinding alfo that this enequ1/ 
diſtribution of rewards and puniſh- 
ments did perplcx the wſef?, and by 
the Atheiſt was made a ſcandal ro 
the Divine Providence. They con- 
cluded, that a Poet muſt of neccſlity 
ſee juttice exaftly adminiſtred, it he 
intended to plcaſe. Hor, ſaid rhey, if 
the World can ſcarce be fatisf'd with 
God Almighty, whoſe holy will and 
purpoſes are not to be comprehended; 
a Poet ( in theſe marrers) ſhall never 
be pardon'd, who (they are ſure) is 
not mrompreherſible; whoſe ways 
and walts may, withour impiety, be 
penerrated and examin'd. They knew 
indeed, that many rhings naturally 
unpleaſant ro the World in them 
ſetves, yer gave delight when well 
mil a- 


(15) 
imitated. Thele they conſlider'd as 
the (4) pifture of ſome deform'd old 
Woman, that might cauſe laughter, 
or ſome light, ſuperficial, and comca/ 
pi\caſure; bur never ro be endur'd on 
{cri0us occaſions, where the attention 
of the mind, and where the heart was 
engaged 

Vc lave pictures that yicld ano- 
ther ſort of p'caſure, as the Ziff Tudg- 
went, oft Mich. Angebo, the Maſſacre 
of the Imnccents, the BaptiiF's head, 
Tis rrue ; but it they yield any 
pleaſure betides what procceds from 
the ar., and what reits in cye. "Tis 
by the Hiſtory, ro which the picture 
ſerves only as an Ind-x. 

tor till our memory goes back to 
the Hiſtory, the head of the Baptiſt 
can ſay no more ro us, than the bead 
of Goliib. Bur the Ancients in their 
Tragedies reſted not on Hiltory. 

They found that Fiiſtory, g 
taken, was neither proper to anſ{ru'F, 
nor apt to pleaſe ; and therefore they 


(4) Ariftorlc, Peer. 


would 


(16) 
would not truſt Hiſtory for their ex- 

les, bur refin'd upon the Hiſtory ; 
—_ thence contrivd ſomething (e) 
more philoſophical, and more accu. 
rate than Hiitory. Bur whether our 
'F Eaghſb Authors of Tragedy lay 
 - their foundation ſo deep, whether 
| = had any defien in their deſgrs, 
1| whether it was ro prudence or to 
chance rhat they ſacritic'd, is the buſi- 
neſs of this preſent enquiry. 

We have in Herod;an the horrid 
and bloody ſtory of the two Bro 
thers, Antoninus and Geta, Emperors, 
all which (crude and undigeſted, as 
in the Or:g:nal) we find cram'd into 


The Tragedy of Rollo 
Duke f Mormandy, 


O reaſon, I preſume, can by 

| given, why, having found an 
| ſtory, this Author ſhould change 
4 the names; of Antoninus and Gets 


(c) Em aioripes nas 00) a8 pt rrigee. 
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(17) 
into Rollo and Otto; Emperors of 
Rome, into Dutes of Normandy. Nor 
why he alterd the Scene ro bring 
theſe Cur-chroats and Pozſoners from 
the other fide of the Alps. Ariffotle 
tells ir as extraordinary, of a Tragedy 
made by Polemon ; wherein both the 
names and matter were of his own 
invention ; and yet it had the for- 
tune ro pleaſe. He alſo reminds us 
that a man is betrer plrasr's with the 
pifture of an + mx mce, than of 
a perſon of whom we had never 
beard. And we generally obſerve, 
when one rells of an adventure, or 
but a jeaſt, he will chooſe to father 
it on ſome one that, is &nown, thereby 
to ger attention, and gain more cre- 
dit ro what he rclates. Beſides, ma- 
ny things are probable of Antonimnus; 
or of Alexander, and particular 
men, becauſe they are irue, which 
cannot be generally probable : and 
he that will be fe:qmmg perki 
ſhould confine his fancy to gener 
probability. 


The 


(12) 
The Fable is this : 


both equally (ler me call them) 
me call them) 
| of one and the ſame Kingdom, 
cannot agree about the matter. Rollo 
= #—a means of his —_— La 
torch) artemprs to poiſon his Brother; 
arte, failing, he kills Orro in the 
arms of their Mother ia, with 
Sword drawn offers to his Mo- 
ther and Siſter Mat. bur is difarm'd by 
Aubrey, yet ſends our Lord Chan- 
cellor Gizbert ro be chopt in wo, 
and thrown ro the dogs ; and his Tu- 
ror Baldwin alſo ro be beheaded. 
Hamond, Captain of the Guards, faw 
all this execured. Alan, the Cap- 
rain's Brother gives (his quondaw- 
Maſter) the Chancellor, Chriſtian Bu- 
rial : for which, he is fent ro por. 


mond, in revenge of his Brother A/- 
fan, fiabsand is tab'd by Rolloywbolt 


—= — bd —_— — —__ _— 
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Siſter Matilda, Aubrey takes to Wile, 
and Reigns in his ſtead. 

Now, if you call this a Fable; give 
me one of old AZſop's ; where, tor all 
the coarſe our-ſide, there dwells a lit- 
tle reaſonable Soul within, a little good 
Senſe at the botrom, which carries it 
through all Nations, and will com- 
mend ir to the end of the World. 

For nothing certainly is d in 
this of Rollo, either to move putty or 
terror, either to delight or mityat?. 

It is indeed a Hiſtory, and it may 
well be a Hiſtory ; for never man of 
common ſenſe cuuld ſer himſelf ro in- 
vent any thing ſo groſs. 

Poetry requires the ben trovato, 
ſomething handſomely invented, and 
leaves the truth to Hiſtory ; bur ne- 
ver were the Muſes profan'd with a 
more foul, unpleaſant, and unwhol- 
ſome 1ruth, than this which makes 
the Argument of Rollo. 

If rhe exd of this _ is the 
Marriage and Coronation of Aubrey, 
had one of the ancient Poers been ro 


have laid 


(20) 
Aubrey. They would have given us 
ro underſtand, that _ yy ken 
A K rais'd Koilo's Father 
_ —_—— to be his fa- 
vourite, and have the places of great- 
eſt rruſt and confxlence with him. 
This ungratcftul Villain molt trea- 
cherouſly murders the King his Ma- 
ſter, ſertles himfſclt on his Throne, 
dics in Peace, leaves the Kingdom 
equally to his rwo Sons, Theſe Sons 
enter upon the Government, the peo- 
ple ſwear Allegiance ro 'em, Comple- 
ment them with Addreſſes from all 
Countreys ; the Air rings with V:ve- 
le-Roy's and Acclamations. The Sun 
ſhines as it was wonr,the Graſs grows, 
Cows give white Milk, and no Zgyp- 
tian Plague troubles the Land. Hea- 
ven has forgor, and human means 
appear none, for cither revenging the 
murder'd King, or refloriag ſis Son 
Aubrey. 

Now is the time for a Poet to ſhew 
his cunning. Now he muſt bring a 
ſudden terrible judgment to de- 
> + Jay Rollian-Race, and fer young 
Aubrey on the Throne of his An- 
ccltors. To 


(ur) 

To cofieRt this, the two Brothers 
muſt be made to kill cach other ; and, 
as a conſequence of this difaſter,their 
Mother is to kill her felt for ſor- 
row. 


Theſe Brothers, in their character, 


_ wou'd have been harmleſs men, mo- 


deſt enough, and loving each other 
tenderly : for had they wicked, 
the judgment upon them mighr be 
apply d as due to their own crimes. 
Or however their Fathers crime in it 
felt would have appear'd leſs, as nor 
enough alone ro deſerve that ven- 
geance ; and if the occaſion was not 
clear, the puniſhment would be leſs 
regarded ; bur their innocence makes 
the puniſhment more ſignal and ex- 
traordinary, and more diſcovers the 
work of Heaven. And thus allo rhey 
are capable of moving pitty, when 
only their Father's crime purſues 
them ; and it ſeems likely thar, orher+ 
wiſc, they might have livd happily 
rogether. 

Their Siſter Mati/4za muſt have 
been a verruous ſweet Lady, every 
way of ſingular merir, ſenſible of her 
C 3 Fa- 


(22) 
Father's crime, and of the wrong that 
Aubrey ſuffers. By this character, 
all thoſe who had pritiied her Bro- 
thers, would have extremely (a- 
rish'd ro ſee their Siſter ſo well pre- 
ferr'd in the Marriage with Azbrey ; 
for Heayen, by this, would ſeem, in 
her, to make ſome amends for the 
hard meaſure to the unfortunate Bro 
thers. 

Aubrey ſhould in all his words and 
aQtions appear great, promiſing, and 
Kingly, ro deſerve that care which 
Heaven manifeſts ſo wondertully in 
his Reſtoration. 

And becauſe this, of the two Bro- 
thers killing cach other, is an ation 
morally unnatural ; therefore , by 
way of preparation, the Traged 
would have with Heaven and 
Earth k & p- , mature _ 
unhca agres ; ſomething (i 
I may fo fy facally —_ + 
and againſt che ordinary courſe of 
narure. Perhaps the firſt Srewe would 
have ſhew'd the Uſurper's Ghoſt from 
Hell, full of horror for his crime, cur- 
ſing his Sons, and ſending ſome in- 
ternal fw'y amongſt them. And, 


(23) 

And, by the way, he relare 
all rhings fir ro beds 
our of rhe Drama. 

The nicety in writing this 
Fable, would] have chiefly bw the 
nay of ocnas om Theſe 
are the perſons ki all things, 
a Poet muſt be render of a mans lite, 
and never ſacrifice it to his of 
and Capriceso, Therefore, as (I faid) 
the Brothers were not to be wicked, 
ſo likewiſe they not to be ab- 
ſolurely innocent. For if they had 
refuſed ro ſucceed their Father, and 
when they might have fat on the 
Throne, have humbled themſelves at 
Aubrey's feet ; then no Poetical Tu- 
—_ could have my __ them : guil- 
l were to be, in enjoying their 
Pabers crime ; bur not © Sr 
ting any new, And this guilt of 
theirs was alſo cither to be palliared, 
- =_ to be paſt over in —_ leſt, 
aid too open, the compalſlion of the 
Audience might be abated. Neither 
would it ſuffice - that rheſe Brothers 
kill cach other by ſome chance; but ir 
ſhould _—_—— agitated by their 

4 


athers 


(24) 
Father's crime, like Aſachines, they 
unavoidably claſh againit cach other ; 
whilſt their proper mmcl/ination in vain 
ſtrives againlt the twolence, 

If the Enehſb Toreatre requires 
more 1#!r:eur, an Author may mul- 
tiply the widents, may add F priods, 
and thicken the Plot, as he fecs oc- 
caſion ; provided that all the Ges 
tend ro the ſame center ©: more of a 
main Plot, Virgil requir'd not for his 
Epic Poem. 

And peradvenrure, if the Poct de- 
ſign any certain ſenſe by his Fable, 
that ſcnie will bind him to the wry 
of ation; and the wnty of atten 
cannot well excced the rule for trme. 
And theſe rwo znzties will not permit 
that the Poet can far tranſgrels in the 
iFird, So that all the reeularies 
ſccm in a- manner to be lin." roge- 
ther : bur begin with an abſurdity, 
and nothing recalunable can ever tol- 
low. If a Pilot puts ro Sca without 
1eolving tor what Port, none can 
wonder that he fails not by the Com 
f aſs. 

To return to this Tragedy of —_— 


(25) 
if the ſtreſs of the deſign reſts nor on 
Aubrey ; but the ſenſe of all rerms- 
nates in Rollo. The ſenſe muſt be 
this ; He that ſheds the blood of man, 

man ſhall bis blood be ſhed. And 
it this be all, where's the Wonder ? 
Have we not every day cricd in the 
Streers, inſtances of God's revenge 
againſt marder, more extraordinary, 
and more poctical than all chiscomes 
to 7 If this be Poetry, Tybarn is a 
better and more ingenious School of 
Vertwe, than the FA7re. 

In former times Poetry was ano- 
ther thing than Fi:fory, or than the 
Law of the Land. Poetry diſco- 
rer'd crimes, the Law could never 
find out ; and puniſh'd thoſe the Law 
had acquitted. The Areopagus cleard 
Oreſtcs, but with what Farzes did the 
Poets haunt and torment him? and 
what a wretch.made they of Oed:pur, 
when the CafurfF excus'd his imoin- 
able ignorance ! 

The Poets confider'd, that natural- 
ly men were afieted with prity,when 

' ſaw others ſuffer more than 
their faulr deſery'd ; and vice, they 


thoughr, 


> 


) 

be painted roo 
; thercioret, whe- 
move putty, or make 
COOOES to 
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fwo crimes, when but re- 
for one : nor, indeed, be fo 
gal , as by the Law to deſerve 


or though h:{Forical Tuſtice 

| reſt there ; yet poetic al Teftice 
not be fo content. It would 
require that the ſatisfaftion be com- 
plear and full, e're the Malefatfor 
gocs off the Stage, and ing lefr 
to God Al and another World. 
Nor will it ſuffer that rhe * rors 


(27) 
could never move pritty. Therefore 
t the Ancients we find no Ma- 
lelaRors of rhis kind ; a wiltul Mur- 
derer is with them as ſtrange and un- 
known, as a Paricide to the old Re- 
ANY. ER 
were or 
—_— unacquainted 
crimes in that age ; when we remem- 
ber their Oedipus, Oreftes, or Medea. 
But they took care to waſh the Vi- 
per, to cleanſe away the venom, and 
with ſuch art to prepare the morſe: 
eo 2.05 Roos 
a 


Il Phyſick in the 
ſo qualif'd, Þ laid, andeo- 


ver'd the crame with circumſtances, 
thar little could a on the Stage, 


bur cither the cauſes and 
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(38) 

fellows. When we remember the 
Batrels of Marathon and 4.1lamin; 
and with what ſmall number rice 
very Spectators had routed Xrrrer 
and the greateſt Armics in the World 
For now it was that the arms of the 
Athenians (as well as their a7 
ſhia'd in their greateſt glory. 

The truth is, the Zorrs were to 
move pitry ; and this pitry was to be 
mcy'd tor the living. who remain ; 
and nor for the dead. And they 
tound in nature, that men could not 
fo caſily pardon a crime commited 
before their faces ; and A 
could not be ſo cafily diſpos'd to be- 
ſtow thar pitry on the (romenal which 
the Poers labour'd for. The Poets, 
I ſay, found that the fight of the 
tat made ſo ſirong an impreſſion, as 
no art of theirs could afterwards tul- 
ly cr, 
© But leave reaſoning, and return to 
Kollo ; it ſeems very odd to fee the 
firſt ſour Scenes paſs as if nothing ox: 
traordinary were towards , without 
any preparation ; and immediately, 
without more ado, the rwo Brothers, 


wo 


(29) 
rwo Kings, are a fighting, | The As- 
c4ints would have made the Earth 
tremble, and the Sun —_— our of the 
Firmament at a fight fo unnatural. 
Yer we make no more of them, bur 
turn them our, like rwo Cocks of the 
Game, for the diverſion of the Rab- 
blc 

Some have remark'd, that Athens 
being a Democracy, the Poets, in fa- 
your of their Government, expos'd 
Kings, and made them unfortunate. 
But cerrainly, cxamin the Kings of 
their Tragedres, t ao_ all He 
ors, and ours _ in 
fon of them. So tul & 
to Kings in CONN = {o 
unthinking and unpolitick arc our 
Ports under a Monarchy. Thebes 
was always cnemy to Athens, yet 
would not any Natonal pique, nor 
other, provoke the Poets to treat 
thoſe Kings unhandiomly ; becaule 
by their rules to have leſſen'd the 

Kings, would have made their Trage- 
<e1 of no effeR, in moving the pirry 
intended by them. They made &« 
kings anfortumate, we make = 


wicked 


He: oh PR 


of ſome bot-beaded Princes, as Tydens, 
Crpamens, and five more, and brings a 
Confederate Army before s. 
The Brothers have an catcerview ; 
Polynicer demands his rwwn ; Etheo- 
gem} —— 

w com 1mne 4 . 
I c 1nnot alach aiald to _—_ 
Servant. Neutber take you 4 r 


courſe, coming with force of Arms, 
a the Countrey waſt. Thebes 
bluſh, fhowld I reſign my Seeger 
for fear of the Mycenaan [prars. In 
fine, Brother, if I am to tranigre(s, for 
a Kingdoms I would tran(greſs ; in all 
the ro f) ſerve God, 
y ſpeech of Eibeocles 
rarns all the current of py. his 
Brother's ſide. Now the crates 
fall 


(/) ein 


(32) 

fall on ro ſtorm the Town.are repuls'd, 
wich great ſhaughrer on both ſides, 
Etheockes, notwithſtanding he was 
the King in poſſeſſion,norwithſtand 
he knew (by Tyreſcas the Propher)that 
the Thebans would be wifforious, and 
norwithſtanding the danger of his 
Father's curſe ; yer out of his gene- 
rolity and humanity to fave the effu- 
fion of innocent blood ; offers the 

Combar with his Brother ; 
whach ed, both are kill'd, and 
dye friends. Etheocles could not 
ſpeak, indeed, bur his ſighs were all 
renderneſs. The laſt breath of 7s 
tIynices made theſe words ; 


(& My friend twriid enemy, but 
fill my friend. 
Bur though Polynices ſeems ill 
treated, and his Brother is much roo 
him. The reaſon giv 


(33) 
that, bur the Poet feems fo afraid 
that the Audience ſhould forger that 
theſe diſſentions are the effeR of their 
Anceſtors crimes ; and in no wiſe 
ſh from their own ill mind and 
cleQtion x that he is every where a 
hinting ro us the curſe cnrailed on' 
the Family by _ CR 
Marriage ; the vi c uperiot 
powers, of Demons and Furics, 
which we want language to expreſs, 
mo} Ind we en Owe Or ome terrible 
goddeſs diſcord. ' 
_— COST. 
lm wo? kuglons. _ Whether diſcord or 
our Father is the cauſe, or ſome ill 
pirit. KA wer ſuffer for the old 
pique againlt (admas, nov Þ IA yom— 
the is ſick, is # hue” dur dot 
Ind; — breath'd terrible curſes a” 
nſt them , don deform maths drone 
id curſe moſt unhallowed curſcs ro 
his Sons, wi air dow # Yan Lurruardis Onle 
E1] ret ai 3s Owisn. God is rea” 
dy to fulfil your curſes, becauſe in 
ght of the gods ZLaint made Chil 
mogabdy ak wit mari Hi hand- 
ing the curſes from £am on” 
D 


E 
- m7. 


(34) 
his poſterity, — i —< 067 th, 
I was not bcrn ſuch a fool ro pull our 
my own eyes, and curſe my Sons, it 
ſome of the Gods had nor made me 
mad ſays Oedipus, it 5 the Dang, — 
branes of your ficnds.3 ck daday, — 
your fiend is the cauſe. 
iy mn wilt a7 

wry 4a Saarairey 61%, ſome bane ſent 
upon the land by evil ſpirits, 4s 
tacrds Sr, the bane fixed to the Mar- 
riage of Lains, mnt © diufed} endo 
not eſcape their Fathers Furies, 
Khadr, the Joy of the Furier, 
bas kwier, becauſe of the Furies, 
mums aries, the Plague of the Fares, 
owdlor dogs Than, fighting curſes againſt 
his Sons, «& vi Gut, — What comes 
trom  Suanrirns, haunted with 
evil Ipirits 364 roms walker inimuan, 
Polynices had his name from Conten- 
tion. 

By what I have noted one might 
think the Poer would kave us be- 
lieve that all rhe Furics in Hell were 
broke looſe and ar work ro make 
theſe rwo Brothers miſcrable , and 
conſequently would have us take 

their 


(34) 
their part , would engage our afte- 
ions, and carry our heart a 
with a ſenſe of their ſufferings : 
Heaven and Farth conſpire their 
rwine. 

Quid ment Encas in tt commuttere 
lamiuwm 

What had they done to deſerve 
this perſecution ? the curſe of rheir 
Father lay neareſt them, and is moſt 
inſiſted on by the Forr,how had they 
vexed their Hather 7 their Father 
traniported with the ſenfe of his own 
hoerid'e misforrunes, tore out his own 
Eyes, and in that condition would 
have run abour the firects, but theſe 
two Sons of his kept him within 
doors by force, this gnzag'd him the 
more, and he threw his curſes abour 
him, which fome evil ſpirits (who 
haunted the houſe tor ſome old ac- 
counts) giadly lay hold on.and never 
=_ till thoſe curſes had rheir cf- 


By what has been obſerv'd any 
one may judge whether theſe Chara- 
Hers of Etheocles and Polynices , of 
thoſe of Rollo and Otto be the berrer 
contrived ſor __ that pity which 

. Tragedy 


(36) 
Tragedy requires. And I have been 
the more becauſe not on- 
ly Rolls, moſt of the Charatter: 
in our T ego the laſt Age,may 
be examin d by the ſame reaſon. And 
yet ides has been blam'd for 
making his Characters _ — 
then t to be in Trage 
he was a + by Ar:ftophanes 
_— _ bar by Sopboc ler, 
nſe of Aihbens was 


ſaid, in thoſe 
ys, that Comed ' (whole Province 
was humor and ri matter 0n- 


ly) was to eſcnrt rhings worſe 
the ach. Hiltory.to defaribe 
the rruth, bur Tragedy was to invent 
berter then the truth. Like 
Painters they mauſt deſign their 
mages like the Life, bur yer berrer 
and more bcautiful chen the Life. The 
MalctaQor of T v muſt be a ber- 
rer ſort of then thoſe that 


live in be For wer 


durare j 

+ + move _— 
nor rerror ; nor be of any imaginable 
ule in Tragedy. 


Sec 


(37) 

See we then Rollo, with 
his own Brocher and Kt, ro 
himſelf, and atrempring ro poyſon 
him , without any remorſe ; Nilling 
him in their —_—_ arms, without 
any provocation ; calling the Queen 
hi Mocher Belldam? and with 
drawn ſword threatning ro kill both 
her and his Siſter, without any ſenſe 
of konour or piety ; and muſt we not 
imagine a Legion of Devils in his 
belly. When Xol/o has murder'd his 
Brother, he ſlands condemn'd by the 
Laws of Poetry; and nothing re- 
mains but thar the Poet fce him exe- 
cutcd, and the Poet is to anſwer for 
all rhe miſchicf commirted afrer- 
wards. But Rollo we find has made 
his eſcape, and wo be to the Chan- 
cellor, ro the Schoolmaſter, and rhe 
Chanccllors Man; for thoſe are to 
be men of this world no er. 
Here is like to be Poetical Tuffice, 
ſo many lives taken away, and bur 
the life of one guilry perſon ro an- 
{wer for all, and is not this a ſtrange 
method of killing ? 1t the Planets 
had contriv'd him for a Cock of thir- 
tcen,his firſt Vitory ſhould not have 
D 3 been 
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been the moſt important, he ſhou!d 
hrſt have praiftis'd on his ſublets, 
and have riſcn by degrees to the 
height of iniquiry. His Brother So- 
veraign was his rop-murder ; nothing 
remain'd aftcr that, unleſs it were his 
Lady-Mother. 

Neither is Otto here a much more 
raking Gentleman, nothing appears 
in his Cze to move pity, or any 
way make the Audience of his 

arty. 

Bur of all the world who wou'd 
ever have expected that Aubrey is to 
ſuccced in the Kingſhip? "Tis a 
good man, bur the dulleſt good man 
that cver Poet advanc'd toa Throne 
by ſuch extraordinary mcans. Some 
Dreams or old Prophefic ſhoufd have 
begun an expeRation in us; or lome 
Lambent-fires incircling his head , 
have drawn the peoples eyes upon 
him. Rollo and Orto muſt both make 
untimely ends, to make wav for A- 
brey. So ſtrange a Revolution never 
happens in Poetry, bur cither Hea- 
yen or Earth gives ſome forcnorice of 
it. 


Ho wcvcr 
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However, ſomething ſhining and 
extraordinary ought to have appear'd 
in his Charcter, Indeed he parts 
Rollo and Otto ting, and Roll 
was once diſarm'd by him. But then 
for decencics fake and Rollo's credit, 
he ſhould have been lookr on as 
ſomething more then a mcer Subject. 
In all the reſt he appears an humble 
endcavourer, ſpeaks honeſtly to no + 
purpoſe, is brav'd and abus'd by Raſ- 
ca's. Whercas cach ſtep of his d 
have been attended with ſuch awe 
and Majeſty, that the ſpeQarors, it 
nor gueſs, might at leaſt wiſhto ſce 
him their Soveraign ; and have the 
plcaſure ro ſce their wiſhes ſuc- 
cc{sful. 

Gitbert and Baldwin, Chancellor 
and Tutor are Devota Capita, onl 
come on the Stage to make Aol 
the greater ſinner by their mur- 
de F, 


! urther to ſhew his rage againſt the 
Chancellor, fays Rollo, 


hrfides remenber this it 


rd, you deny, 
»» To 
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To all his Friends the rites of Fu 
neral, bis Carka 
And caft h« Cartaſls owt to : 
aud Fowls. Ds 


No reaſon here is given for this in 
humaniry. 

On the like occaſion Scphocles con 
rriv'd a Tragedy, the Tot is this. 
By the death of Etheoctes and Poly- 
wicesr, Creon King of Thebes made an 
Edi&, that none, upon pain of being 
buried alive, ſhould preſume to give 
burial ro Pohnicer, the reaſons pre- 
tended are, That Pohnices had 


brought ay to invade his 
be 


Country, and ocles had dyed in 
his Countreys defence, and therefore 
ir would be unjuſt ro give to both the 
ſame honour of Funeral. He further 
alledges a charge left by Erheocles ro 
the ſame effect, Now the piety of 
Antigone could nor digeſt fo hard a 
Law, but in the night ſhe goes and 
covers her Brother with carth, is ta- 
ken by the Watch, and (Creow being 
deaf to all interceſſion) is ſent ro pu- 
piſhment, When the Biſhop Tyreſcas 
reproving Creon ſtrikes him with re- 

morle, 


a dying at the feer of 
Antigone, his dead Miſtreſs. This 
diſaſter brought the ſame violent Fate 
on the Queen dice and with her 
depriv'd Creow of all that could be 
dear ro him in the world, 


In this we have every thing juff, 
every thing ſurprizing, every thing 
þ+ſſionate ro extremity. 

Whereas in Rollo we meet with ſo 
much ſtuff lumberd together, that 
not the leaſt ſpring can work, nor the 
leaſt paſſion ſtir, rhar is pleaſant or 

encrous ; nor the leaſt proportion 
or beaury of Tragedy appear, Ari- 
fetle ſays that an Image drawn with 
Chalk in the exat ſhape and ſymme- 
try, will pleaſe more then a whole 
porful of the beſt Colours thrown 
you a wall without any figure or de- 
Ign. 
Bur ro with the Chara- 
Qerrs. Sophia ar the firſt a A 


woman of ſpirir, in 0 vche- 
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But ſhe 5!l maintains this Char : er ; 
when Rolly in her preſence murders 
his Brother, threatens both her and 
her Daughter, ſhe very tamcly cx- 
horts the Daughter to a vile com- 
pliance, ſays ſhe 
Riſe Daughter, ſerve his <24ll in 
what we may, 
Leaſt what he may not, he enſorce 
the rather. 
Is this all you command us ? 


She ought ſurely in another ſort of 
tone to have reſcnred this outrage, 
or beſare ro have manifclicd a parti- 
ality for Xo/la. 

Ar his death Hiſtory informs us 
ſhe died of grief. 'Tis a wonder this 
Tragedy ſpares her; hers would 
have been a more decent an4 Pocti- 
cal death then any of the reſt. In 
this the Hiſtory is the berrer Tra- 
gedy. 

The Princeſs M1i/4 for the ſmall 
art ſhe bears, acquits her ſelf bravye- 
y enough. Yet, methinks, Aubrey 

and ſhe ſhould have cxchang'd ſome 
words ; ſome glanccs have been caſt, 
or otherways lome approaches _ 

cn 
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been n.For here there ſcarce go 
three > to the bargain. In the 
laſt lines of the Play he comes ro this 
Lady as abruptly as to the Dutedom, 
both drop into his mouth. 

In Edith theſe waylings, clingings, 
and beſcechings ; theſe ſhowers of 
tears and words. 

As you are 4 god above ts, 

Be as a god then full of ſaving 

iy, 

th O Mercy Sir, for his ſake 

Mercy, 

That hen your ſtout heart weeps, 

foal gerve you pity. 

Here I muſt grow. 

This fort of imporruniry is nothing 
ſo proper in this place, it might much 
better become Comedy, where Mitls 
La Foc intercedes for little Dog or 
Moncky, in peril tor ſome miſdemea- 
nor ; ſomething more of ſtomach and 
courage had ſuited her better, Tra- 
gedy requires not what is only Na- 
rural, bur whar is great in Narure, 
and ſuch thoughts as qualiry and 
Court-cducation might inſpire. She 
might indeed be ſurpriz'd, 2nd ar the 
firlt let the mccr Natural woman ef- 


cape 
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2 little, bat one of rwo fo harth 

barbarous repulſcs ſhould have 
rouz'd that Tragical fſpirir fo vilely 
proſtixured, and made hor reflect on 
the other bloody ſcenes, fo lately 
ated before her cycs, and caus'd her 
to deſpair before the had rroubl'd 
us with her cndlcls impertinen- 
CieS, 

Nor indeed comes ſhort of her for 
rongue and wind, the old Dutcheſs, 
when in all reaſon one might expect 
thar ſo violent gricf and palſl:cns 
would choak them ; they run chat- 
tering, as if the concern were no more 
then a goſſiping : theirs are nor of 
the old cur, (we {wes loquumtuy 
mmgentes ſiupent. 

Take her then reſolv'd ro Kill this 
Helofernes, when ſhe ſers up for a 
Heroine, and will revenge the blood 
of the murder'd King Otto. of her 
Father, and the rcit. When that 
ſcene preſents her full of dire deſign 
and bloody purpoſe, we then indeed 
have her conciſc in word, and Laco- 
zick in the repartre. To the fiſt 
Complement ſhe anſwers, 


Tour 
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Jour grace is full of 1e. 
Wil; al you jt Br 


w 
PR e cunning tongue, 
Why do you pr oat 


My anger - O I fhall boſe 
my juſtice. 
His tongue will tempt a Saint. 
He will fool me. 


Is it likely that a Lady in-her cir- 
— could — —— 
cm nping, wa wi $ 
ala, w the ſoft things- he 
e, or anſwer him fo - >. 13 
not-this more like ſome M7# 
, then any CharaQter for Tra- 
gedy ?: There arc in Women comi- 
cal: frailties, and heroick frailries : 
and ſeveral conſiderations might have 
, made her reſolution ſtagger ; bur this 
of the termpting tongue 15 Comedy out 
of ſeaſon. 
I would alſo in this ſcene norte this: 


paſage.ſays 
Ham, Pray. 
Roll. Pray. 
Ham. Pray if thou canſt pany, 2 
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will kill thy ſoul elle. 

Pray ſuddenly. 

This I think ſounds nor fo well in 
Poetry, whatever it may do in Divi- 
nity. And now that 1 am upon the 
ſhort Dialogues, ler me cite one that 
wenr before. 

Ham. Jre Sir Gisberts head. 

Roll. Good ſpeed, was't with 2 
Sword. 

Ham, An Axe, my Lord. 

Roll, An Axe,twas wilely done. 

Bur leaving Edith, ler us examine 
what was there in this Latorch ro 
giye him the aſcendant over his So- 
yeraign ? Was it his Quality,his Va- 
lour, or ſome Peſtilent Wir, or what 
Fiddle had he ro Charm this ſavage 
Maſter of his ? (a) An Hiſtorian (who 
was never taxt for a prodigal of his 
words) could not mention the Dame 
thar led Catalime aſtray, without an- 
nexing the Inventory of her Excel- 
lencics, as how well ſhe Danc'd, how 
ſhe' hand!'d che Lute, and how ſhe 
ſpoke Greek, Yet Rollo a Prince of 
as great importance to us, is led by 
the Noſe ro do all the miſchicfs under 


' (a) Saluft. 
the 
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the Sun; and no bbdy knows who 
ws docs manage him, 

Tis pollible that a Prince may a+ 
bandon himſelt to be rul'd by ſome 
hufic creature of no conſideration. 
The Annals of Normandy may men- 
tion ſuch Dates. 

Hiſtory may have known the like. 
But Arz/lotle cries ſhame. Poetry 
will allow of nothing ſo unbecoming, 
nor dares any Poet imagine that God 
Almighty would truſt his Anointed 
with fuch a Guardian Devil, 

In the third AF enters Hamond, 
Captain of the Guard,and is a nimble 
Execurioner ; and who would gueſs 
this the Man ordain'd to kill the Dra- 
gon. Burt whether in Poetry . this - 
b more properly belong'd ro Edith, 
orto this Hamond, may be a que- 
ſtion. 

In the firſt place *tis reſoly'd thar 
to neither of them did ir belong, but 
that (of the rwo) Edith might ra- 
ther have killd Rollo, the following 
reaſons may prove, Vie, 

1, To Edith the proyocation was 
greater ; a Farher engaging our 
Piety more ſtrongly then a -_ 


ther, 2 
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| pay —_ 
had a ſtriter rye upon him : 
Edith lying under no ſuch obliga ati 
on; the fact in her would not 
been ſubjet tro ſo many aggravz 
rions. 
3. She, as a woman, might be pre. 
ſunn'd not a - dent Alle- 
, and to how far her 
was to be reſtrain'd by it. 
4. As in her ſex reaſon is faid to 
be more feeble, ſo the Paſſions are 
ſauppos'd ro be rhe more violent and 


5. The puniſhment had been mor 
more grievous to the Ty- 
no be Akers rh gr 
a SO to whom he was 


"x a "woman the fat would 
= - more ſurpriſing and cxtra- 
ordinary ; and greater would have 
been rhe wonder, which a Poet al- 
ways endeayours for, when it claſhes 


—— oof berrer quali 
in was Ity 
Abc h the Maid 
ng he 
rey ; what w 
"_ i Fathers 


GS 7 © 7 was 
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Fathers Ghoſt ſay ? And indeed whar 
would the Chancellor's and Otto's 
Ghoſt ſay ? was their blood dumb ? 
or was not the cry of their blood to 
be heard ? muſt they be murder'd 
and no harm cnſue? only to the 
Manes of the Chancellors Man muſt 
this Monarch be ſacrific'd. 

Allan te hoc vwlnere--- fays Ha- 

mond. 

Allan,my Brother Allox gives this 

ſlab. 

Allon it ſeems is farisf/'d, whilſt his 
berrers mult be fain ro appeal, and 
wait till Doumſday. 

Hitherrto the Plot and Caracters. 

for the thoughts and good ſenſe, 
compare the ſpeech againſt dividing 
the edom, with that in Herodran 

(from whence our Author takes it) on 
thar ſame occaſion. Upon the divihon 
it was agreed,the one Brother ro have 
Europe, the other to have A/ta;which 
their Mother hearing, thus ſpoke, 

The Sea and Land, my Sons, you 
have found how to divide ; the Pro- 

tick, you (iy, is a bound for e:- 
ther fee, how is p that 


5 you 
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will divide Mother } how 
wretched L be cut in two and 
di(po(ed on to eac ou ? firft there- 
roo flay me, Y each of you take 
his mozety with him, and bury it. $6 
with the Sea and Land, I alſo ſhall 

be druided between you. 

Says Jophra, 
Druide me firſt, and tear me limb 
limb 


And let them find as many ſeveral 


raves, 
As there are Vilages in Normandy, 
And'tis leſs ſom than ſo to weaken it, 
To hear it mention'd, does already 
make me 
—_ my dead Lord, & almoit 
The powers which heard 
c ers which beard my 
7s ny frutfulneſs. 
ad did not with my firſt birth 
cloſe my womb. 
To me alone my ſecond bleſſing 


= my firſt, 
firft of miſery, for if hexven 
at gave me Kollo, there had 
ftay'd bis bounty, 
And Ono, my dear Otto ne're bad 
been, Or 
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Or being had not brew ſo worth my 
love; 

The fiream of my affettion had run 

, conſt ant , p 
# one fair current a es 
had = wth 

Laid up in one, and fruitful Nor- 
mandy 

In this diviſion had not boft her 
ghories. 

Fer as "tis now, "tis a fair Dia- 
mon 

Which being preſert'd entire, ex- 
ceeds all value 

But cut mm preces (though theſe pie- 


ces are 


Set in fine gold by the belt work- 


mans cunnine) 

Parts with all eſtimation. So this 
Kingdom 

As 'trs yet whole, the neighbouring 
Kings may covet 

But cannot compaſs, which divided 
will 

Become the (poil of every barba- 
rous Foe 


That will invade it; 
E » The 
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The former ſpeech ſeems ro ſhow 
a Woman of great ſpirir, labouring to 
contain her — till ſhe may utter 
her mind : Bur this latter ſeems to 
preſent a well-breath'd and prattis'd 
S-ol4, who vents her paſſion and ca- 
ſes her mind by ralking,and can weep 
and ta'k everlaſtingly. 
In that of Julia we find but one 
thought, yet that follow'd cloſe and 
eſs'd with all the vehemence that a 
ions _m_ might inſpire ; as may 
be calily apprehended by any who 
underſtand in Virgz/, 


It lachrymans, guttiſque humet7 t 
grandibus ora. 


She is not content to fav, divide 
me, but ro lay the Image before their 
eyes, and make the ſtronger impret- 
ſion. She will, Ate the Sea and Lind 
be divided, be cut in two, be ſhar'd 
our to rhem,rto cach his moicry,{&c. 

Bur what a porher makes the old 
Dutcheſs? never French Author 
haſh'd and kickſhaw'd a little ſcnſe 
into ſo many words that ſignific no- 

thing 
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thing. She manages as if the were 
to hold forth by the glaſs : Had her 
ſlion after the firſt three words 
Laſt our at her eyes, had ſhe wept 
and torn her hair, her Rbetorich had 
been more moving, and berter under- 
ſtood, and ſhe had acquitted her feif 
Heroickly : Bur the falls off immedi- 
arcly, as if ſhe had bolted out ſome 
raſh thing at firſt, and was afraid of 
being ra'ne at her word ; her rongue 
runs over her paiſlion, and flcals into 
matrers that lean another way, and 
ſhe ralks as if ſhe would taik the im- 
preilion of her firſt words guite our 
ot the hcarers heads again. After 
the three firſt words ſhe thes from the 
only thought that was proper , bigh 
enough, and proportionable to her 
pailivn : ſhe is for being ſplit in as 
many picccs as there are Vi/l:ges in 
Normandy ; which expreſſion ſcatters 
the thought, breaks the reſembiance 
anJ1 carries all remote from the occa- 
ſion, and muſt in effet move bur ve- 
ry indifferently. From thence the 
plunges into ſuch imperrinent and in 
conliutcnt wild jargon as is obvious to 
KB 3 any 
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any man, That of the Diamond is 
a good thought in it ſelf ; bur in this 
place comes very cold from her 
muuth, "tis no more than it the had 
ſaid, Drvide the Putedom d:i1de me 
firit nay drvide a Diamond &c Naru- 
rally in a great paſlion none have 
leiſure ro ramble for compariſons, 
much leſs ro compute the value of 
Diamonds whole or broken. 

I queſtion nor the Grammar, nor 
how Poetical the ſtile is, 1 reſt in the 
ſenſe, nor had yer been fo particular, 
bur thatl rake all this Tragedy ro be 


of the ſame piece for the writing, un- 
leſs that ſcene of the Ai7rihgers ; 
and the Comical part,than which no- 
thing can be more diverting, 

Speeches of more matter I confeſs 
we have in the Play, and to Zatoreh 
we arc oblig'd for them. 


No friends, Sir, to your honour, 

Friends to your fall, here is your 
underit anding 

The noble weſſel that your full ſoul 
laiF'd in, 


Ribb'd 
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Rib#d round with honow's, where 
is that T "tis ruin'd. 

The tempeſt of a wvomans ſighs has 
lunk it, 

Friendſhip take heed, Sir, is a ſmi- 
ling Harlot. 

That when fbe Kiſſes kiſſes a ſoder'd 

P heyy 
ied out with Promiſes ; O pain- 
ted Rue | 


This Latorch alwaics Cants at this 
rate, and an extraordinary Muſe at- 
tends him. We may,l think,conclude 
the ſucceſs of this Play due chiefly to 
the Scenes for laughter , the 
jig under the Gallows, and where the 
Tragedy tumbles into the Kitchin a- 
mong the Skoundrels that never ſaw 
buskin in their lives before. There the 
Pantler and Cook give it that reliſh 
which renders it one of the moſt tol- 
lowed cntertainments in the Town. 


E 4 
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A King and no King. 


vw J Ell fares it with Tragedy 

4 an (a) old ſtager ) the 
title 15 no ſooner lnown, but the Spe- 
f wtors ee into the deſign, and agree 
what they are to expert. Nume Oc- 
dipus, they know Laius was bis Fa 
they, Jocaſta bis Mother, and all the 
generation: ſo there nerds no more 
but hold up a fmger, the Curtains 
drawn,and to't they go. 

But ill is our condition, we are 
fain to coin new words,explun whit 
is pail, preſent, and to come, yet ne- 
ver can be underſtood enongh and 
without this ado whether Phidon or 
whether Chremes enters he 11 hift of 
the Stage ; when as Teucer,Ocdipus, 
or Pelcus might come with autho- 
rity. 


(a) Anniphane: apud Arben. 
Our 


($7) 

Our Authors we ſce, never make 
uſe of the advantage which that C&- 
median envy d fo much in Tragedy. 
This Title gives no more light into 
the deſign, then had they calPd ir 
Hocus Toru ; and indeed the name 
ſcems rather to promiſe a Comedy,and 
one might expect ſome ſort of Mam- 
mimouchy King, or Cozen of Dute 
Trincle/,'s for the Heroe of the Play. 


The Plor is this : 


The Queen of Iberiz, Arane, had 
ſeign'd her felt with child, and made 
uſe of Gobrr1,'s Son to carry out the 
chear. She afterwards proves truly 
with child, which came ro be Pas- 
thea, darlt nor diſcover the firſt 
chear,ſo that Arbaces (Gobria's Son) 
became aQually King, is made really 
fo by marrying Pantvea. 

The reſt is all Fpsſode. 

In this Fable appears ſome pro- 
portion, ſhape, and (at the firſt fight) 
an ow! ade fair eno yer at the bot- 
tom we hardly find what is more 
choice, or more exqu;/fie and more 


pre 
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ef than Hiſtory. By the tun of 
> if we look bn anos this 
Play might have been call'd The De- 
cerver Deceryd, it we look on Ar- 
baces, the title might have been The 
Fortunate Impeſtor, The lucky Sham, 
or ſomething of that kind ; which 
ſhows a want of that goed ſenſe in it 
which Tragedy requires. 

There might have been feigned 
ſome right ro the Crown long con- 
teſted berween the rwo |t amilics ; (as 
ours of Tork and Lancaſter ) and 
bloody civil war ready to break out; 
when unexpectedly = Ando huſh and 
ended in a marriage ;* which (_ by a 
train long laid by Gobrras ) rook ct- 
feat. This marriage ſhould not have 
ſeem'd ſo advantageous 10 the 1alfe 
King, and his Father who broupht 
it a ; bur by maniteſt reaſons 
of ffate appear'd abſolutely necclia- 
; dun the good of the Kingdom. and 
above all things, defired and 1a: 
= for by the relations of Pan- 
thea. 

Whereas on the contrary, we find 


the Queen Mother attempting to [a 
01 
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ſon this uſurper, and ſce no reaſon to 
blame her endeavours. 

What fers this Fable below Hiſto- 
ry, are many improbabilities, and 
thoſe of the worſt fort ; becauſe they 
contribute nothing ro the wonder. 
What more improbable, than that the 
Mother whoſe buſineſs it was to con- 
trive the death of the Impoſtor ſhould 
never caution or inform her only 
Daughter, who had the right to the 
Crown,that Arbaces was none of her 
Brother , bur her vaſſal. and fo ob- 
ſtru@& her love for him ? 

Nor is it likely that Godbrzas 
ſhould not have reſcrv'd ſome means 
to let his Son know the fſcerer, that 
his Sons condut and addreſics to 
gain the Princeſs, might have been 
aſkion'd accordingly. 

The CharaQters are all ;mprobable 
and wwproper in the highelt degrer, 
beſides that both theſe, their ations 


and all the /nes of the Play run fo 

wide from the Plot,that ſcarce ought 

could be imagin'd more contrary. 
We blunder along withour the leaſt 


ſtreak of light, rill in the /ff afF we 
, ſtumble 
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ſtumble on the Plot, lying all in a 
lump together ; neither any rolerable 
direQtion ro guide us rhither ; nor 
ought ingenious, juſt, or reaſonable, 
that carries us from theacc 

Whar find we in the Sun of Gobri- 
4s that he mult have the Princeſs and 
theKingdom for her portion. fave only 
that the Knave his | ather will have 
it ſo? 

Take his piture ſent before him, 
and drawn by a friend. --He is vw 
ghoriens, and humSle, and mgry, and 

atrent, and merry, and dull, and jy: 
jal, ard ſorrozful, in cxtremiy mn 
an honr--- Should we find undcrwrirt- 
ren This is a King,yet could not rca- 
ſon give way tro our belicf. 

Kings of Tragedy arc ali Kings by 
the Ports Elettion, ani it ſuch as 
theſe muſt be elefted, certainly nu 
Poliſh Diet would ever ſuFecr Foct to 
havea voice in chooſing a King for 
them. Nor will it ſerve that Ar 6reep 
1s not truly a King, for he is atually 
ſach, and intended for a rrue and 
rightful King before rhe Poet has 
done with him, what wants in Birth 

. thic 
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the Poct ſhould make up in his Me- 
rit, every one is to conſent and wiſh 
him King, becauſe the Poet deſigns 
him for one, "ris (beſides) obſerv'd 
that Uſurpers generally rake care to 
deſerve by their conduct whar is de- 
ny 'd them by right. 

We ate to preſume the greateſt yer- 
rucs, where we find the higheſt of 
rewarls ; and rhough ir is nor neceſ- 
fary that all Heroes ſhould be Kings, . 

et undoubredly all crown'd heads 
b Poetical right are Heroes. This 
CharaQer 1s a tiower, a prerogative, 
ſo certain, ſo infeparably annex'd to 
the Crown, as by no Poer, no Parka- 
ment of Poets,cver to be invaded. 

Arbaces indeed is of a different 
mould, he no ſooner comes on the 
Stage, bur lays about him with his 
tongue at ſo nauſcous a rate,Caprain 
Beſſus is all Modeſty ro him,to mend 
the matter his friend ſhaking an em- 
pry skull, fays Tis pety that wakour 
ſhould be thus drunk. Had he been 
content ro brag onl a—_— his 
own Valſlals, as Pr Bhor more 
ſufferable, bur the King of Armenia 
1s 
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is his priſoner, he muſt bear the load 
of all ; he muſt be ſwagger'd ar, ins 
ſulred over, and trampl'd on without 
any provocation. We have a Sexe 
of his ſufferings in each At of the 
Play : Bajazet in the Cage was nc- 
ver ſo carried abour, or telrt half the 
barbarous indignities which are 
thrown on this unforrunate Prince by 

our monſter of a King, 
If the Poet would teach that victo- 
makes a man infolent ; he mult at 
ſame rime make victory bluſh, 
and fly ro the other fide ; as a juſt 


— — w_—_ that had abuſed 
vours, 


To the Queen-Mother his lan 
guage is, Pli-wes rot the adulterous 

mnch ! thow worſe than Woman 
dam'd-- _ hore ! &c. to his 
Father Gobrias ; 


Curſes incurable, and all the evils 

Max's body or his ſpirit can re 
cerve, 

Be with thre. 


To the Princels Panthea w— 
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poſed Siſter, aftex, having caſt her in 
Priſon, and a thouland ourtrages very 


coarlly. 


Arb. I have bebeld thee with 8 
luſftful rye. 

My heart is ſet on wickedneſs, to 
tt 


Such ſons with thee, as I have been 
afraid 

To think of, If thou dart conſent 
to this, 

(Which I beleech thee do not) thee 
mayſt gam | 

Thy liberty, and yield me @ con» 


ens 7 


If not, thy dwelling muſt be dark 
and chole. 


Theſe ſpeeches, drawing his Sword 
at the Queen-Mother, and the other 
outrages, make the ſum of our He- 
roes verrucs, and neirher worſe nor 
berter find we throughout his cha- 


rater. Arbaces thould have been 


conſider'd in a double capacity ; he 


ſhould have been cendu'd with all the 


tncls of mind, and iy of 
grea — 
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a King, and allo wath the wodeſſy of 
a Subjet. The want of which, is 2 

t aggravation of his fauls; tor 

carriage towards the Royal Cap- 
tive, rowards the Queen-Morther, to- 
wards the Princeſs, as he was a King, 
were inſupportable,as no Xing, it was 
all abominable. Haliory ſomerimes 
takes notice of a certain mite? 
which has ſtrangely hinder'd many 
unnatural ations. A Poet, 1 am ſure, 

hr always to have that mi7indT, 
or good genius ready ro ſerve 
his Heroe upon occaſion, ro prevent 
theſe nt ſhocking 1ndeecncics, 
which iſe might ba n. This 
infiinft ſhould in Arbaces have begor 
a reſpe&t ro his Father Gebrr47, and 
have humbſ'd hiaz in the preſence of 
ſuch as were truly of the Zhed Roy- 
al. 

And far from drcorams is it, that 
we find the King drc//mg and quib- 
ling with Pefſrs and his Buffoons, 

worſe, that they ſhould preſume 
to break their little zeſts upon him. 

This too is naw al, ſome will fay. 
There arc in nature many things 

which 
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which H:iNoriams are aſham'd ro men- 
tion, as below rhe cigniry of an Hi- 
llory : Shall we then ſuffer a Tom 
(orrat in _ Shall we on the 
moſt imporrant day of a King's Reign, 
and at = be content ih Por 
entertainment as 1s not above a Cob- 
ler's ſhop f Might not a Poet as well 
deſcribe to us how the King cats and 
drinks, or goes to Noot; for theſe 
ations arc alſo «uw / : bur obſerve 
the behaviour of Arbaces, after that 
he is found to be no Ang. Now he 
will make amends, and give fatisfa- 
ion to all he had wrong'd. To the 
Gentlemen abour him. 


Arb. Why do you keep your bats off, 
Gen! lemen 

It it to me? I ſwear it mul? not 
b-. 

Ny, truft me, in good Faith it muſt 
wot be. 

I cannot now command you, but I 
pray you, 

For the reſpetF you bear me, when 
you loot 

Me for your King, cach man oy 

F 
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On his hat 
At my deſire. 


And furcly the Captive King car 
not bur be content, when rold that 


Arb. He foall go ſo home, as never 
wn Won! . 

Mardon. Shall he go on's head ? 

Arb. He ſball have Chariots caſter 
than azr, 

That I will have invented; and 
we'r think 

He ſhall pay any ranſom : And thy 
el 


That art the Meſſenger fpalt ride 
before him 

On an Horſe cut ext of am intire 
Diamond, 

That fhall be made to go with 
golden Wheels. 

I know not how, vet. 


for the Captive King's Miltreſs ; 


Arb. She fball have ſome ffrange 
thimg ; we't have the Kingdom 


Sold miterly, and put mio a toy, 
ai IWtuch 
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Which fre ſhall wear about ber 
carel. fv 


Someezhere or other. 


Now, that he is no King, nor has 
ought to give, he is for felling all 
without __ leave of the true So- 
vereign Pambeas. To her his Com- 
pliment 15, 


Arb. Grant me one requeſt. 

| Panr. Alas, what can I grant youT 
what I can, I will. 

Arb. That you will pleaſe to marry 
me 

If I can prove it lawful. 

ant. I; that all? 

More <willongly than I would dr aw 
this air. 


* Should nor rather the Spirit of 
Myeſty have now rouz'd up in the 
Princeſs, and the have call'd ro mind 
his late brurtiſh infolence. and have 
cal'd him impudenc Slave, and dif- 
charg'd a frown that ſhould have | 
fſiruck him dead, or commanded him 
+ om ator ar r= 
þ 3 
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and a connterferr lamp of Majeſty 
And certainly his charater could de 
ſerve no berrer fate. Burt for his com- 
forr, this Princeſs was none of thoſe 
One ſwear thc had a knock in 
the Cradle ; ſo ſofr the is at all points, 
and ſo filly. No Limſey-woolſry Shep- 
herdeſs but muſt have more foul in 
her, and more ſenſe of decency ( not 
* to ſay) honour. To this Vallal of 
hers, on her knees for half an hour 
together, ſhe whines at this rate, zz 


Pan, I know I am wrworthby, yet 
wot i1/ 

Armd. with which innocence 1 
here will bmee! 

Till I am one with earth; but 1 
will gan 

Jome words, and tind ones, from 


you, 


Thus ſhe continues, and by and by 
he &ifſes ber thrice, then calls het 
Witch, Poiloner, Traitor, ſends her to 
_ ; the thanks him with all her 

art. 


Pan. 


(69) 


Ny, "tis well the King is plear'd 
with it. 


At the next meeting ſhe will needs 
be cloſer and cloſer to him ; he can- 
not keep her off him, he tells her he 
would commir mceft with her : She 
returns a drawling, yawning, yield 
anſwer ; and = 4a ro tell = 
that ſhe wiſhes he were not her Bro- 
ther, that ſhe loves him ſo well, ſhe 
can love no man elſe; ſhe ſhall weep 
her eyes out : and farther. 


Pan. Hut is there not hing elle 

That wwe may do, but only walt? 
methinks 

Brothers and Siſters Lrfully may 
til; 


Had Panihe.: been ſome IFaftrom- 
frer of the Village, that had becn 
formerly (omplaiſant with him be- 
vond diſcretion, more vile ſubmiſſions 
the could not deviſe : Bur as the is 
lawful Sovereign, nothing could be 
invented more oppoſite to all honeſty, 

t 3 bonour 
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honour, and drcorum. If we conſider 
them as Brother and Sifler, "ris hor- 
ribly wicked. If we look on her as 
Sovereign, and him as her Subic, 
what can be more diſhonourable 7 So 
that it znſ{znt7 guided their love, as 
lawtul and warrantable ; it may be 
anſwer'd, that th* ſame :#:nt ſhould 
have prevented that love, as infolent 
and preſumpruous in Arbaces, baſc 
and unbecoming in Tanthbes, lor 
wherhcr a Lady may beter marr) 
her Brother, or her Groom, 1s a Que- 
ſtion more caſilv decided in Divin y, 
than in Poetry, 

We are let ro know that the Queer- 
Mother was for removing the Uſarper 
by poiſan, and for bringing all into 
the right channel agen. 1his we 
might m_ to be a Woman cours 
gens, and truly Tragreal : yer we 
hnd her the vericſt patzent Grrff-7 
that ever had lain by a Monarct's 
ſide. She comes bur thrice on the 
Srage ; the firlt rime ſhe 1s rebuk'd by 
Gebrias, with the fame language that 
the Vicar of Newgate might diſpence 
to ſome ſr wer forlorn ; then the is on 

her 
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her mary-bones to the Impoſtor with- 
out relutancy. Laſtly, when pro- 
rok'd with a drawn Sword, and words 
more cutring, the prougel rant ſhe 
could be rad to, was : -- Fire com- 
frme me if ever I was a Where. 

If nothing ciſe in the charaQter of 
Arbaces, the drawing his Sword a- 
gainſt a Woman, was enough in Poetry 
to damn him. Afrer that owtrage, he 
could make no pretenſions ro ought 
that is good or ble 

On this occaſion memorable is that 

ge in Forgeh where A#neas atrer 
related, how the Town on fire 
en, Fo cars,-- on the ſudden awak'd 
from his yy ann - flung headlong by 
rage and deſpair, -- ; Frony- by his 
reaſon, -- his on ſlaughtcr'd abour 
him, -- the King Priam murder'd be- 
fore his facc : - when he ſpies the 
cauſe of all this, Hellew, $kuiking in 
2 corner -- at the ſight of her. 


Exarſere ignes animo, ſubit ira 
cadrmniem 

Ulriſci patriam, $ ſcelerat 3s ſ- 
mere penas, Sc 

F 4 All 
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All which, with whac follows,comes 
to no more, than had he faid ; -- In 
that nick of time 1 even made a que- 
ſlion within my ſelf, wherher I was nor 
ro rake revenge on her; to that de- 
gree of madncls had my troubles 
wrought me. 


Talia jaftabam, © fſuriata mente 


ferebar. 


Now here, this revenge goes no 
farther than his thoughts ; theſe 
thoughts --- ZFEneas himſclt con- 


demns, and calls them madneſs ; and 
is alſo ſharply reprov'd for them by 
his Gairdian Angel, 


N He. quis indomitas tantus fu or 
excitat iras ? 


Quid furis? 


No man bur Virg:/ could ever pen 
any thing with that infinite care and 
caution as is this particular paſſage 
One might think Virg:/ forcſaw what- 
ever could be objected ; and provided 
againſt all ſcruples. 

Yer 
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Yet of ſuch a nice taſt were the 
Cricks in that age of good (enſe ; that 
Varus and Twcca fhruck our all the 22 
Verſes which contain this 
Theſe were employ'd by AugniFzs to 
inſpet what (by the untimely d:ath 
of Virgil) might have been im- 
perfe&t, and they durſt nor ſuffer theſe 
22 lines to paſs, though eſſential ro 
the Poem ; fo tender they were, leſt 
their Heroe might lye under a [- 
tion of rranſgreſſing in any puntFilio 
of thar nature. 

We need not make a controverſy 
whether Virg:t or his Criticts be in 
the right : Bur if Varge/ will nor in 
2 man allow the thought of ſtriking 
a Woman in any circumſtances, un- 
leſs he condemns himſelf for that 
thought. And if his Critichs will nor 
permit a thought of that kind with 
any qualifications wharſoever ; then 
we may well conclude, that Poetry to 
be very groſs, where the men 
think. 4. ſpeak, and at their crwe!- 
ties againſt Women, without any ſhame 


or r inr. 


Bur 
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But Arbaces, though mad, and 
fiaſh'd upon by never fo great a bur 
rican of provacations, was nut to be 
allow 'd ro think of ſiriking ; becauſe 
the Womans guality was above his, 
and made hcr ſacred. Neither nn 
this point is there a difierence be 
ewixt an Fp:ci Pocm and a 7rageds ; 
when the concluſion oft both is pro- 
ſpe? ous 

As here, AZncas.a King. of great 
merit, by the alliltance of Heaven, 
and his fricnds,attcr much labour,mar- 
rics Lawvinma. 

And Arbares, no King, of no mcrir, 
withour fricnds in Hcaven, or on the 
Earth ; withour any trouble weds 
his King's only Daughter, and the 
Kingdom of Jber:2 18 her portion, 

I know with the Ancients, Oreſtcs 
kill'd his Morhcr, Hercales his Witc 
and Children, Agamemecn his Daugh- 
ter. Bar the firtt was an at of 7% 
face ; the ſecond of Frenzy; the laſt 
of Kelzgromn. Bur theſe were all Tra- 
gedies unhappy in the caraffrophe 
And the buſineſs ſo well prepard; 
that every one might ſce, | wo theſe 

Worthics 
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Worthics had rather have laid violent 
hands on themiclves, had nor their 
wall and choice been over-rul'd. Eve- 
ry licep they made, appear'd fo con- 
trary to their inclhnations, as all rhe 
while ſhew'd them unhappy, and ren- 
der d them the molt deſerting of pir- 
ty in the World. 

Another Canter in the heart of 
this Tragedy, is the inceſtuous love 
(tor ſach it appears) berween Arba- 
cos and Panthbes, | mcan, the condut? 
ot it. When any de/ig# on the Stage 
is in agitation, the Poet mult rake 
care that he engage the aftections, 
take along the hearr, and ſecure the 
good will of the Audience, If the 
deſign be wicked, as here the making 
approaches towards an mceſtwour cn- 
joy ment ; the Audience will naturally 
loath and deteſt it, racher than favour 
or accompany it with their good 
wiſhes. 'Tis the fad cficts and con- 
ſequences of an ill de/ogu which the 
Audience love to have repreſented ; 
tis then that the penitence, remorſe 
and deſpairs move us: 'tis then 
that we grieve with the _ 
u 
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ful, and weep with thoſe that weep 

Therefore were the Ancicnrts to 
make an mcetFnous love their fub'ict ; 
they would tate ir in the fl}, as it 
rowls down hcadlong to deſperation 
and miſery, 

Many in the World for their intereſt 
may comply and hcip forward the 4d 
wancis towards an ill ation ; bur on 
the Srage there is no kindred nor fil- 
thy lucre to bials rhe Azdrence, or 
make them partial ro the evil-doer 
I the Poet obſerve not theſe mca- 
ſures, the wo-krng wp of a Seenc, 
is plainly the rormenting of nature, 
and holding our cars ro the Grime 
ſtewre. 

For an inccſtuous love, famous a 
mongſt the Ancients, was the tale of 
Macarets and Canace, In the lift of 
thoſe Tragedies wherein Nero dc- 
lighred to be an Attor , Suetonn: 
reckons Cmace parturiens. The ti: 
tle may ſatisfy us, that all the ſoft 
things, all the .amours, the flowers 
and feurets werk over, Cre the Offen- 
ders cntrcd on the Sage, 


In 
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tn this laſt age a noble (*) Itabas 
compos'd a Tragedy of Caxace after 
the model of the Ancients ; for the 
time of the ation : he alſo chooſes 
the day of Camaces libour, And then 
the pangs of child-bearing arc = 
caſicit that ſhe ſuffers. For, ro hei 
ten the diſgrace, this Poet fcigns 
carens and Canace tro be Twins, _ 
this day to have been their birth day, 
which the King, their Father, is abour 
to folemnize with a Icitival. Im- 
mediarly we find the rwo Offenders 
'under their apprehenſ:on of being 
diſcover'd) in = — contuſion 
and deſpair _— Bur that we 
might more juitly picry them, he in- 
hs us, that their crime proceeded 
not from any folly or miſcarriage 
themſelves which they mig = 
avoided ; bur that a (f) © e/atleſ 
power above, and Cerlethiah force had 
over-rul'd them : that indeed Venus 


) Sperons Sperone. 


[Y] Now malattid m—_—_ 
M4 fa ce'efle 
No# propria e —_ 


Ma wn mers fatal om 
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had an old reck'ning with their F;- 
ther Zolusjor periecuting her Z#ne- 
45, and rhus ſhe diſcharg'd it with a 


VOnreance. 
'B the rule of the Anticnts no co- 
lours, no ſophiſtry or ribaldry's, 
were ud ro leſſen a crime betore it 
was commarred : for then their Khe- 
torick could have no good effect, but 
mult have grated on the hearers pa 
ticnce, Bur ater the 1taQt, when its 
ſhment came heavy upon ir, then 
all their art and invention was at 
work, to find our circumſtances to 
exrenuate the guilr, that + perſons 
wity might be capable Hy. 
« p ws in hes difboneh love to 
his Siſter, ſhould have follow'd the 
example of that Antiochus in the Hi- 
ſtory, who in love with his _ 
mother, diſcover'd not his paſſion by 
any words or gall intvirs ; ho pind 
away, and gave himſelf over ro dye; 
and had dy'd, if the dexterity of his 
Phyfitian had not by feeling his Pulſe 
learnt the cauſe of his diſtemper. 
The berrer ro cleer this marrter, 1 


will trace the manners and conduct 
ot 


- 
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of Phedr1 in Euripides, where we 
arc rold thar H:ppolytus having roo 
radely lighted the Altars of Venue, 
the is offended , and will have the 
whole Family tcel rhe effects of her , 
reſentment. To bring this abour,ſhe 
ſtrikes Phedra with a poiſon'd darr, 
and makes her in love with this FH 
polytus, her Son in Law. Phedra 
concca!s her love, ſtrives ro overcome 
it, not prevailing, reſolves ro (a) kill 
her felt by faſting, And now tor three 
days had ſhe neither cat nor ſlept, 
when the firſt appears on rhe Stage. 
No wonder then it the talks 
madly, ſhe is in an hundred mi 

all at once, ſhe rrics all places and 
all poſtures, and is always uncaſfic in 
the preſent. Now her dreſs is a pars 
fo her, and now ſbe will be carryd 
to her Cloſet and fout up cloſe, in- 
flantly agen, foe calls to have her 
locks tied back, and nothing but the, 
carb of an Amazon will pleaſe ber, 
then ſbe would flerp in ſome grott, and 


drink the waters from a4 moſſie foun- 


(4) "arrhi SO is diners fs 


fan. 
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tain. Now ſhe cries for the open air, 
for ranging the hills, for driving the 
woods, for whooping the dogs , for 
chaſang the Stag, and brandiſting a 
Tavelis: and ah that the horſes 
were ready to mount, Now be 

lains of her diſtration , and 
blames ſome (b) Drome power ; and 
now her face is loaded with ſhame, 
confuſion and tears, Hide me ( ſhe 
erees ) ab hide me from the world, it 
pains her ( the ſays) to return to ber 
right ſenſes. 

Here is a Scene of Madneſs, but not 
of Bed/am-madnecſs ; here 1s Natwre, 
but not the obſcenities, not the blind- 
ſides of Nature, which are repreſen- 
ted when Arbaces and Panthbea go 
w_y and whether of the 
rwo nelles is the more apt ro 
move ply, need nor certainly be a 


Hitherto cannot the Governcſs, Con- 
fident, or Nurle of Phedra, under- 
ſtand where Phedrs is pincht. She 
lifts, importuncs and conjures her, yet 


(6) Endo brow Salanr® dre. 


after 
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after all is no wiſer till accidentally 
a other arguments where 
the would perlwade Phedra to live, 
Live, ſays the, otherwiſe you betr 
your (bildren to be Lorded over 
that other womans Biltird this 
Amazon's Son, I mean Hippolyrus, 
woes we, ſays Phedra, you bave un- 
done me / name him no more. The 
Nurſe proceeds to rorture her with 
queſtions , and Phedr4s returns as 
many lexed anſwers , till at the 
laſt ſays Phedra, 


Phed. What is it that men call to 
be in love ! 

Nurſe. It is of all things the fweet- 
one ; ay x bittey. 

Phed. e [uſfciently experi- 
en: 'd both, FOR” 
Nurſe. What ſys my Child, do you! 

love any Man ! 


” 

Phed. is that ſame that of the 
Amazon ? 

Nurſe Sy you Hippol\ rus F 


Phed. This from your ſelf you hear; 
but not from me. 


G Alas / 


OO .  —_—_—_ 


from the Nurlſcs hands, complains of 
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Alas ! undone ! intolerable. cries 
the wrle, ind fbe <vill not love one 
moment longer. And conthudes tha: 
all, (even m.deſt women too againſt 
thei will) would br yy nr that 
Love 1s the weryrſt g.4 almighty ; 
there 1s mt the fellow of him in all 
the beavenly gang. 

I have only cited rhe conc'uſion of 
this Srene, to norte the utmoſt 14- 
wances of Phedra towards a confcl- 
fion, the only crime of which the 
was guilty ; and ro ſhow that this 
Nurlefo long kept in ignoranc© )vas 
no fool,burt ſubtle and nimble cnuugh 
rocatch and run away with the leaſt 
hint that could be offer'd. 

In the former Scenc all the conflit 
was between love and modeſty ; this 

reſents love and an ative friend/hip 
Foin'd, both ar once labouring ro ſab- 
due this mod:ſty, ſo far only as to ex- 
ecrt a confetiion, The Nuvrle with 
wrung hands lics at Fhedrd's teer, 
embraces her knees, begs her to live, 
for her Childrens ſake ro live, and tell 
her pain, Phed-ra ſirives, would be 


the 


9d © - Sum. Yo. 


(9) 
the violence, promiſes to rell, yet 
raves and rambles, ſpeaks thort and 
ambiguous, all is darkneſs ; whilet 
every where tenderneſs, patlion and 
modelty re1gn,and appear to admira- 
LON. 

This Scene having wrought off the 
Remains of Phedra's ircnzy, in the 
next ſhe ſeems more calm, her mind 
more at caſe, and now will move p:1y 
from a new 7opich, tor now this un- 
fortunate Laily is tound to be a wo- 
man of gre47 (enſe and undericanding. 
The reaſons (to the Chorus) md won- 
ders buy hum ine life becomes (o cor- 
rupt, for certainly (_ [1ys ſhe ) it can- 
not be matuy 1] to do amils, when we 
anderſ{ ind what is right. Tet thus 
it h wpens, we brve before cur eyes, 
and Fnory wht 15 good, but we pra- 
Hſe otherwiſe, Some out of floath,imd 
otbers 21.7 why, a tind of ple ilure 
before homeſty ; . here be many plea- 
ſures of life, as converſation , eale a 
wee eval, ind modeſty. New there 
are wo ſorts of ple ire, one 000-7 
this or her th b ine of Famuli:'s : but 
would this appear alw ys in 118 tric 
G 3 cos 
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colours, 'twould no longer be counted 
pleaſure. Theſe things when I con- 
fider'd, I thought no Philter conld 
ever ſeduce me to att agaimit my 
knowledge. - 
But to open mind to you, after 
love had _ me, I "aff re 
ſelf bow I might bear my illneſs 
the moſt decenily, and from that time 
made it my care io Fide my diſtemper 
and keep it to my (elf. Secondly, 1 
reſolv'd to get my right ſenſes agen, 
and with chattzty to overcome 
frenzy. In the third place, if he 
attempt to cure my diſtemper prov'd 
vain, I then thought my / - ao 
would be to dye. 

For I know the diſeaſe to be inf 
mous, and eſpecially im me a woman, 
odions to all people. 

Thewhhe curſes thoſe who firſt pol- 
luted the Marriage-bed, And htes 
the bagg "g's that can talk (v (moot hy, 
and yet will do n mehty thives ind 

corner. (a) Bleſſed Lady, ſays fur, 


(a) TG; mr” & Nemo wwile wires. 
bow 


(85) 
bow can they look their husbands in 
the face? how can they but tremble 
at thair (b) confederate darkneſs ? 
and be afraid that the very (c) walls 
an doors ſbould open cry whore 
at Www, 

She concludes, Therefore dear 
friends, this ſame ſhall til} me, that 
I miy never be taken to diſgrace my 
Husband, and the Children I have 
brought forth. 

The Nurſe perceiving her Miſtreſs 
thus reſolure, ſers her rongue a run- 
ning to this purpoſe. 


Lady ( quoth ſhe) I was lately ina 


twittering fear for you, 


But now I confeſs my ſelf hem-bear- 
ted. 
It has been ſ1id,that ſecond thoughts 


are the wiſeſt. 
And now (believe me) there is no- 
thing /mgular, 


(d) ——7%r evan rw. 
(C) wn TH0% 7. NW 
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Nothing unreaſonable in vour 
cale. 

The truth i: the goddeſs is fevr ible 
angry ar yu. 

wa. you love? that's no may- 


——- would fill your [if for 
hve. 

That wo0u'd be a pleaſant pranck, 
if all that are. 

And that are to be in wwe muſt 
pr eſently tabe that curſe, 

There 1s vo fly rome, 

No 7dodeme with love, her it 
romes in ea/neſt. 

Tis eafie ro thoſe that are yi: 


Ine. 

Bis iof þ v; 25 ati wd think 
ow 0 (4. 

WH » ow” reſiſt and be ſiub- 
bor n. 

Why. then there's no whoeo with 
it. 


It ſhakes nnd breaks. rnd ' hunders 
you to Atoms immedi ac ./y. 

[ones Kine of the air, : 

HW Finz5 Ce 5 his pow r i/ rowgh the 


be WW le 4 f, 
A L 4 
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And we are all of us his off 


£EX 
4 who have read the Chron- 
cles, 


Or are Hill d in antient Bal 
lades, 

Can tell us ffories of Jupiter, Seme- 
le, Cephalus. 

Of ſuch love, and ſuch will bo- 
vers as you woud think ſtrange 
as. 

Tet theſe Lovers (many of them) 
were * prefer d in heat en, 

And now are waiting at gods ell- 
bew. 

The gods melied with thetr ſuffer- 
ings,cou d not be angry. 

And now you will be in a fit. 

Tou cannot be content with the ſame 
Laws, 

With the ſme Niture, with fieſb 
and blood like other folts. 

Tou ſhould h.rve been batchd” in Ju- 
pitcr's brain, 


ITY moet "4 1 aww 
ru diy 14 uy is camdy Nag, 
G 4 And 
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And (o beth fram'd ſome bleſſed 
Angel. 

Hoo m thy men who ave right in 
their [enles, 

See ther bed tumbPd,yet walk on, 

And lets it trouble their heads no 
farther. 

Tis nine points of wiſdom to keep 
thut ſecret, 

Which <would be no credit oben di- 
voulg'd. 

Perfeftion is an aiery notion never 
to be found mm prattice. 

—— they are well bop't up, 

Who ſet themſcturs to broe 5 CX- 
atly. 

As this world goes if our good deed; 
out-tell the bad, 

We ſhall make au handſome rect'n- 
ing. 

Then dear Child,be no longer in an 
ill mind. 

For the goddeſs has an keavy pique 
agaimſt you. 

And truſt not that ſhe will be 
check-mated by you. 


(4) Ex21hw TD, 


Nor 
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Nor think you to be higher than 
the higheſt of all : 
For ſuch, m effeft, is your Laſt reſo- 
[ut rom. 
And, to tell you plainly, "tis an af- 
rout to "18. 
—_— uck wp a good heart, 
econ; F- (b) God will 
have it (o. 
Tow have a wound,cure wound. 
There are Spells, and Cberms. and 
(c) bealing words , 
ya ſhall be found out for 


And truly, if we Women cannot 
adviſe you, 
The wit of man will come too late. 


bs: = here _ all 4 
ood ſenſe that could be proper for 
- occaſion, as may be diſcern d, nor- 
withſtanding the ill dreſs, in which I 
have diſgms'd it. A leſs conſidering 
Poer would have diſplaid all rhis 
G:alogue-wiſt, and made it a Scene of 


(5) ———_ mul ifeadte 74h, 


mighty 
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mighty ſpurrer. But Exripides wou'd 
nor ſuffer his Chedya (© tar ro coun- 
renance or litien to thele lewd rca- 
ſons, as once to think they defſerv'd 
any particular aniwer, To dilpute 
in a matter of this kind, would have 
been the nexr door tv the being ccn- 
vinc'd ; and ro contend, was tv put 
her ſelt in the way of being over- 
come. She thercturc at once makes 
this return. 


Ph, Tis thus that Tuwns and Kire- 
doms are deſtroy 'd, 
By a fair tongue and flute mr 


ſpeech decey'd : 

We: ſhould not file our words to 
pleaſe the ear ; 

Fut ſirihe the mind, and Lindle 
glory there, 


To make ſhore, the Nurſe tells ber 
that wile ſentences will not do the 
buſmels : that, for ber part, ſbe would 
wot be the miniiter of Ny ACS pled 
fare + but in this extremuy, where 
life is at flake, ſhe mught without 
blame for a violent diſeaſe, provide 
an extraordinary Cure. Phe 
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Phedra calls theſe horrible, filthy 
pn and commands her to (*) 
hock up ber mouth, 

The Nurſe urges thit ber words, 
if they are not clean. they are whol- 
ſome ; ind the preſervation of hife 
wis of more import ince than 
p pr name ſhe would boaſt on in her 
4 1 hb. 

Burt ſhe (finding that this ſorr of 
diſcourſe did the more cxaſperate and 

rovoke her Miſtreſs) recants. But 
(favs the) now that it comes in 
mind, I have at home (') bealmg 
Philters that will work your Cure 
without touching upon your modeſty. 

Phedra is in tear, makes ſcruples, 
asks queſtions ; which the Nurſe 
evades, and rells her, ſhe wanted not 
to be inſtrutted, but to be nſſidted. 

In the next Scene Phedrya is on 
the Srage, and over-hears the Nurſe 
within, exchanging ſome words with 
Hippolytus : —_ ſhe cries our, 


(*) 4 eoyadalous wh 
(i) Www of hae olrer war Swale 


ſays, 
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ſays, ſhe is berraid, curſes the Nurſe 
and reſolves ro kill her fell. And 
now the apprehenſions that Heppoly. 
ws would accuſe her tro his Fathcr 
mace her write a I crtcr, laying all 
the blame on H.gpols KS, as thc bt 
expedicnt (that amidit her diuradti- 
ons, the could on the tudden deviſc) 
to ſer? her boncur, and to prevent 
the 4{grace ot her Family, and of her 
Child/nt: and with this Letter in her 
hand, the hangs her ſclt 
Had ſome Author ot the laſt age 
given us the character of F /edra, 
they (ro rhicken the 7!) would 
have brought hcr in burnir,, of Chur- 
ches, poiſoning her FParcn: s, proflitu- 
ring her \.If to the Grooms, fulliciting 
her Son face ro tace, with all thc im- 
porrunity and impudence they cou'd 
imagin; and never have |c!c dawbing 
ſo long as there -might remain the 
Jeaſt cranny for cither p:ity or probu- 
bility. Thcy wou'd never have lett 
her . till he had fwell'd ro ſuch a Toad, 
as nothing bur an audzeace of brals 
could fit the ſight ol! her. 
Bur (for our credit) Seneca, betore 
us, 


(93) 
us, in this blind way of deſering 
made no inconſiderable progreſs. We 
find his Phedra at the hit daſh juſti- 
tying hcr mreſffnous love: and her 
Neb is the Woman of ſemtences ; 
who labours with all the wholſome 
adviſe, the ſenſe and nonſenſe ſhe 
could ſcrape together, ro wan! this 
monſtrous luſt that rag'd in her Nurt- 
ling, Phedra. And whilſt ſhe gocs 
on withour any ftigns of ſucceſs, hc 
dra ſurpriſes her, ( on the ſudden) ce- 
ſolving to dye with a Few name. 
Wher-:11pon the Nurſe bids her be pa- 
tient, 41d promiſes ro try what the 
can do with the young man. 

Withour more words, the next 
Srene preſents us Phedya, (as it the 
= reſolution _ never been made) 
all upon the gailzntyy, the is rric 

her ſelf up "1 Maſt = ade ; and rw. 

ſhe hopes « ro win t 
Iyius, and the Nurſe and "2h 
their ſupplications ro the Goddeſs of 
Chaſtity to help on their deſign. And 
now it is that the Nurſe attacks him : 
bur how ? ſhe expounds ro him at 
large, that a City-lefe and Women arc 
a com- 


(94) 


a comfortable awportance ; he anſwery 
in another 64arangue, that nothing is 
like ro the ranging in the Countrey : 
and truly (for Women) he hates them 
all mortally. During this conterence, 
Phedya recls in amongit them, tally 
in a ſwoun ; and well is it for her that 
ſhe is taken up in the arms of her be- 
loved Son : therefore ſhe rakes hearr, 
and puts it ro him couragiouſly. bur 
words proving vain, ſhe will needs 
(a) ravihb the poor iiripling. Fee 
upon, to cur her neck off, he draws 
out the brown taulclcon, (6) on 
which ſhe laying her fweary palms, 
he cries foh ! ſlings ir from him, and 
runs away. And now the Nurſe puts 
in her word, and ſays, marry, 'tis the 
beſt way ro be before-hand with him, 
and ro cry Whore firſt. Accordingly 
they fy to Theſeus, Phedra tells him 
that Hippolytus nor onl ſed, 
but had 75 effefted his hho 2a 


(a) Enam in amplexi rut 7 
Srrungater eſis, 

(d) Conratin: enſi: defer ar caſtunn larus, 
(Cc) Vom ramen corpus rulie. 


poſe 
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poſe upon her body, do ſhe whar the 
could: and ecce /oqwmums ſhews the 
Sword 10 witneſs tor her rtruch. Here- 
upon Theſcus diſpatches his Son Hip- 
polytus inco another World. And 
now (with a canker to her) comes 
Phd a, contelles rhe truth indeed, 
and kills her fc!t. 

Now in this Phedra of Seneca, 
what one occaſion of prity have we? 
whar ground for terror ? and, above 
all. what manners have we 7? ask the * 
generality ot Women it they are 
mov'd and concern'd, it their hearts 
and good will go along and atrend 
the thoughts and motions of this 
Phedra 7 will they not anſwer that 
they know no ſuch Woman, that the 
is no way a kin ro them, nor has any 
reſemblance with their narure 7 She 
muſt be ſome brat of a Sarrubus, of 
an evil Sprrii, (fay they) that perſo- 
nates a Woman ; or ſome Devil in 
a Mi hime, that comes ro render the 
Sex odious. Nor can they allow her 
more compaſlion than ro a Bitch, or 
Pulecnt, and what has no relation to 
human ſhape, - 

Nor 
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Nor can this be a cauſe of terror: 
for few Women would be apt to fan- 
that they could (in any circum- 
) be ſo wicked as this Phedsa. 
Each will ſay, were ir my fate, or 
ſhould I be curſt ro love where | ought 
nor, I would certainly conceal my 
love, and ſtrive with it, my thoughts, 
words, and actions, and all, my con 
dition might be every way the ſame, 
or very hike to that of Phedrs in 
Euripides, Bar 1 could never ſpeak 
or act ar this impudent abominabie 
rate, could never be transtorm'd to 
ſuch a monſter as this Phedra of Se 
weea. And fince my conduct would 
not be the fame, my caſe can never 
be the ſame ; and conſequently this 
example cannot move or cuncern, or 
have any operation to ſtir cither putty 
or terror in me, 

I have been the more large on 
this marrcr, becauſe it may ſerve as 
a certain and general zeff, whereb 
may be diſcover'd whar is ——_—— 
apr to move pitty or terror. . And 
this is fou on a Philoſophy ne- 
ver contraverrted, but alike current at 
Malmibury as ut Athens, Eyc- 


= a 5 WW = WW w 
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Every one have noted Seneca for 
his ennaturad way of Writing, Yer, 
beſides what is already obſerv'd in 
his charatters, 1 cannot leave him, 
without reminding you, that 
he takes all his thoughts from Sop 
cles and Furipides, yet he rarely af 
fords us any of their good ſenſe. He 
crumbles every 1hought into all the 
little points that ever he can ſtrain ir 
to; and all rheſe points (for, or a- 
gainſt him, ir matters not) muſt one 
way of other be apply'd. 

Whenſoever he tinds a Diamond, 
omen and breaks it into an hun- 

'd picces ; never lerting it reſt {0 
long 2s any of it will ſparkle I de 
fire yur patience bur for one inſtance 
of rhis kind. 

In the Scene where the Nurſe pref- 
ſes ro know what it is that pains her 
Miſtreſs ; amongſt her other ravings, 
ys Phedra in Euripides. 


(a) What fort of love low dif then; 

ah wretched Mother ? 

(4) S Thin, Tas wires ied io av 
H And 
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And Sifter, Wife « 
ted 


The third unhappy, I. 


The Poet made as ſay this, 
not only, as a and natural re- 
fleion, thar eſe cmmrorigin lovcs 
run in the blood ; bur as a hint of 
her diſcaſc, and withal ſo quabft'd, as 
mighe alſo thew her mods y : for ſhe 
purs leſs in rhe concluſion than was in 
the premifſes. She concludet to the 
wuhappineſs only, and docs not (a9 
ſhe might) ſay. 


And now the third unhappy Lo- 


ver, I. 


We find Seneca ny, Lc. tWought 


ſox ſeveral rimes in one Sexe. and we 
have at leaſt, 4© lines in the Tragedy 
all meer deſcant upon it. * 


Ph. Fatale (a) miſcre matris ag- 
nolco malum, 

Peccare noſler novit in. fylvis 4+ 
wor, &c. 


Phed 
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Ph. Aut quis juvare (b) dedalus 


ffammas queat, &c. 
Nat,----- (c) Quid domun infamen 
£r vas 


Nat. (ec) Memorg; matris metue 
COncuprtis OUS. 
Nu. Cur monſtra ceſſint } aula cur 
BD a9 wvacat ? 
rodigis toties orbis inſueta au- 
diet, 
Natura toties legibus cedat fwar, 
Quoties Amabit Creila 7 
Nu. Patris memento : Ph. (d) Me- 
nm mairis ſamul. 
Nu, Aderitq; genitor. Ph. Mitis 
(tf) Ariadne pater, 
= . O maj maire mon» 
rifera -- ws" 
Genetrice peior / illa ſe tantums fiu- 


$6) matrew? 


. & tames tacitum 


(rimen biformi partus exhibuit 
nols ; 
Scelr ſy; matris arguit wults truct 
pur infans ; lie te vente 


iulit. 
H 2 Ph: 
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Ph, -—- — Axt quis Creſſins 
(ec) Dedalea wvaſto Clanſtra mu 


F nn r 5 
aurus biformis, ore Cornigero fe- 
ryox 


Druul/i ? 


The thought in EF nripides was good 
and juſt cnough ; bur here we huve 
it halſd, and pal'd, and toſt, and rum- 
bi'd abour, in all poſtures and tures, 
and in all colours but the right. Ob. 
ſcrve but how a 4 profes the Heromme 
firſt ſiarrs it. No wonder (ſays the) 
if my love goes to the (a) wood, ſer- 
me my Mother was gillumted by « 
Bull ; this brings her the ready wa 
to (6) Dedalss and the hubyriacd, 
where both ſhe and the Poet are loſt 
rm One might think, ir would 
well cnough ſerve from the Nurſcs 
mouth for an (c) uſe of reproof : till 
ſhorrly after we find it a (4) 1wrw-cor, 
and muſter'd up by Fhedyra in the 
way of an c + The rellt are all 
wide from ſenſe and ſobriery, as (e) 
the huge bellowings that fill d the De- 
dalran Cloyſters. 

This 


( 10x 

This may ſuffice for Seneca, and 
Phed-1,with whom 1 had not ſo long 
digreſs'd, but that I had Panibea in 
mine eye all rhe while Nor ſhould 
I have judg'd Punihbes worth all this 
ado, bur that ſhe has many 
Couſins on the _ | And theſe ry 
characters have per 
that they bear high, hoe Mr. on 
to paſs for —— 

el W sT y: 

In the | ——_ b nook Latorch by his 
mouth, and ranting air for a copy of 
Caſſuus in Shakeſpear : and that you 
may fee Arbaces here, is not without 
his C:ſhan ſtrokes. 


Thus Caſſms in Shateſpear. 


Caff, --- Brutus and Cafar! what 
ſhould there be in that Cziar / 

Why fbould that name be ſounded 
more than yours ? 

Write them together, yours is as 
fair a name : 

Sound thers ; it doth become the 
mouth as well : 


H 3 Weigh 


(103) 

Weigh them, it 1s as heaty; con- 
jure with them, man : 

Brutus will flars a Spirit as well 
as Cxiar. 

Now, im the name of all the God: 
ar onre. 

Upon what meat doth this our Cr- 
lar feed, 

That he 1s grown ſo great | -—- 


Thus Arbares. 


Arb. I have liv'd 

To conquer men, and now am over- 
thrown 

Only by words, Brother and Sifter : 
where 

Hive thoſe words dwelling ? I will 
fund "em out, 

And wuiterly deſtroy "em : but they 
are 

Not to be gra(p'd : It "em be men 
or beaſts, 

I will cut "em from the earth; or 
Towns. 

And I will raze em and then blow 


em up : 


Lit 
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Let "ems be Seas, and I will drind 


em off, 

And yet have unquench'd fire with- 
in my real? : 

Let "em be any thing but meerly 
Vogce. 


Would not theſc raprures have pur 
Sir Will. Petty in mind of the bib 


Inſcription ? 
FOR FIERCENESS AND 
FOR FUKIOUSNESS-- 


MEN CALL ME THE QUEENS 
MORTER-PIECE. 
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— _— 
I— 


The buſineſs of the 
Maids Tragedy is this; 


Mintor contralted to Afparia 
A (Callianax s Daughter) ty the 
ing's command, marries Evadne, 
Siffter to Melanthius ; and ec» petty; to 
bye with her ; but ihe Bride (mun- 
cing nothing) flatly tells him that he 
is but taken for a Cloak; ih She, in 
derd, it a Bedfelloz only for the 
King. The good man is perſiaded to 
diſſemible all. 1:1 his ftriend Melan- 
thius extorts from him the ferret : 
and thrreupon hbeftors his Siſter 
Evadne mio repemtance, and mate: 
her pronule to murder the Kine 
Which foe effefts : in the mean time, 
by veximg Callianax, Mclinrhius pre 
vails with bim to delrver wp the 
Fort, (where conſiſted the Rrength 
== Kingdom) and ſo provides for 
is can ſecurity, Lylimachus, Fro- 
ther 
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they to the murder'd King, ſucceeds on 
the Throne, and pardons all. Evadne 
would now go to bed with her . 
bind, be refuſes, fre Hills ber (eff. 
Aſpatia in mins habit hicks ber 
Sweetheart Amintor, durls him, and 
it LiF d;: and nos Amintor ills bin 
ſelf to follow ber : at which fagbt, bis 
fri-nd Mclanthius would aiſo tate 
the ſme courſe, but 1s prevented. 

Here we find Aminror falle ro his 
Miſtreſs ; and this faulr is the ſource 
of all the revolutions in this Tra- 
gedy. 

Amintor therefore ſhould have 


named the Tragedy, and fome addi- 
nonal title ſhould have hinted the 
Poct's deſign. 

Bur ſeeing the Maid comes in at 
the latter end, only, to be Kkill'd for 
company ; and ſccing the King is 
the of — UMPOrrance, is 

C 


the greateſt loſer and concern'd in the 
ation of the Play more than 

And ſeeing that the new King Zy/6- 
machus in the cloſe of the Tragedy 
makes this ſober concluſion, fays 


he ; 
Ay 
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May this a fair example be ts 
me. 

To rule with temper + for on luſt- 
ful Kings 

Unloott-for ſudden de 1ths from he: 
VE Ire fe "7 

But carit is be that is their in 
ſr mment. 


From theſe conſiderations we 
might gather that the Poets intent 
was to ſhow the diſmal! conſequences 
of fornication. And if fo, - the 
Title of the Tragedy ſhould have re- 
lated ro the King 

Whit thus we arc uncertain what 
ought to be the 1le,we may ſuſpe 
thar the Attron of the Tragedy 's 
dowble, where there feem rwo centers, 
neither can be right ; and the lines 
leading rowards them mull all be talſc 
and confus'd; the preparation | 
mean, and conduct muſt be all at ran- 
dom, fince not directed ro any one 
ccrrain end. 

But what ever the Poer defign'd ; 
nothing in Hriffory was ever fo —_ 
wr a7, 


( 109 ) 
twr4l, nothing in Nature was ever fo 
improbable , as we find the whole 
conduct of this Tragedy, ſo far are 

we from any thing accurate, and Phi- 
lefophical as Poctry requires 

This will appear as we examin the 
particular ations and Charaters a» 
F" Our Poet here gives to the great 
Comical Booby Callianax , the ho- 
nour of a long name with a King at 
thi'end on't, yet lets the King himſelf 
go withour, Bur fince he muſt be 
mmcleſs we may treat him with the 
greater freedom.and to tell my mind, 
certainly God never made a 
with ſo little wit, nor the devil wi 
hy Ih as is this King Ano- 


A Kingol Hiſtory might ma 
his C to another her man fir 
Maid ; might hinder that man from 
the enjoy ment. But would not then 
turn them into the bed-chamber to 
be all night rogether; nor would 
come in the to in 
an queſtion um and tour the 
ham, as we find in this Tragedy, 
nor 


( 1608 ) 
nor would impoſe it on a huſ. 
hand thus affronted, whom he Cal's 
benelt and vakam, to be the pimp 
to his bride. To have raken Amroicrr 
head off had been clemency in com 
pariſon of theſe outrages without any 
cauſe or colour. And how wile the 

ng was in all this, may be udg'd 
from his own mouth, finding the buf 
band contented and all quiet, the 
ng (\calous that Etvidre had not 
'd covenants ) thus taxgy 

her, 


No wot I Fnow the wacentrolled 
thoughts 
That youth bring! with bin, whe 
bis blood 1s high 
With expeftaiion and deſore o 
that 
He long had waited for? is mot bit 
ſperit 
ob be be temperate of a walt 
ant flram, 
As thir our age bas lnows ? what 
could be do. 
Vf fech a ſudden [peech had met 
bir blood. 
But 


(109) 

Put rune thee for ever? if be bad 
wol bill d thee, 

| He could mot bear it that; be it 

| as We. 


Or any ther wronged man. 


As if ſhe had faid,you have Evad- 
| | wr, you have broken Articles with 
| me ; it cannot be otherwiſe ; for had 
| you them, ficſh and blood could 
| not endure the affront, and he is fuch 
| 4 man as would _ 
| in revenge. — 


clecr and certain, and a t 


C 110) 
ature, but a Poct is not to be an 
Hiſtoriographer, bur a Philoſopher, 

he is not to take Nature at the ſecond 
band, foyld and deform'd as it paſ- 
ſes in the cuſtomes of the unthinking 


"The ark) ary in Euripides told 
tit is not Natural to & 
ek. we hnow good. Therciore 
Vice can never pleaſc unleſs it be 
and dreſs d up in the colours 
and diſguiſe of verrue, and ſhould any 
man knowingly and with cycs 
a evil, he muſt be reck- 
Wd the Þ) gr greateſt of Monſters,and 
in no w lookr on as any image 
of what is Natural, or what is ſuit- 
able with humane kind. 
What is there of the Heroe,of Man, 
or of Natuce ia theſe Kings of our 
Poers framing? And for Evaduers 


oj2) whos | unaty » e978 yOu el OT TP 


ty on = —_ - x7 1m ud cr / 


Sf, 
part, 


(101 
rt, did Hell evcr give reception 
"och a Monſter ? Ng cvac 
wag his tayl at an impudence ſo ſu 
cred ! 
On the Wedding night- the Bride- 
groom is cajoFd by her in no betrer 
terms than. 


Evad. A mayden-bead, Araintor, at 


my years 
a Amintor, ihinkeft thou I for- 
ar 
To fleey with thee, becauſe I have 


A r_ —_— upon theſe 


F 
Hnd thou foalt fud the hot and ri- 
Jing blood 
Unapt for ſuch a vow ; no, in this 
heart . 
There dwells ar much deſire, and 
as much will 
To put that wilt't aft in prafiice, 
as ever yet 
Was th&wn' to woman, and they 
Pr gy 1p one be folly of 
oth ; "but it was Ihe folly of thy 
yourh 


" 7 


(112) 
To think this beauty ( to what Limd 
ere 
! ſhall be calÞd ) foall ſloop fo avy 
econd ; 
do enjoy the beſt, and in that 
berght 
Have ſworn to fTand or dye. 
Soon after ſhe cells him, 
Alas I muſt have one 
To Father Children and to bear the 


n1me 
Of busband to me, that my fon may 
be 
More honour able. 


Hitherro ſhe is baſhful, after this 
the Scene is ro be wrought up , and 
the next Scene preſents her impu- 
dence 1riuniphant ; bur I ſhall trace 
; dury towards her husband no far- 
Had Evadne been the injur'd bo- 
dics fiſter, and had marry d Ammior 
our of revenge, or had their beca any 
foundation" trom circumſtances for 
this fort of carriage , the Character 
then might have been contriv'd plau- 
lie enough ; bur both the s 


F 


d (113) 
behaviour and hers, uncircumſtanc'd 
as we have them, are every way fo 
harſh and againſt Nature, that every 
thing ſaid by them ſlyykes like a dag- 
ger to the fouls of any reaſonable as- 
dence. 
Whatever enter the 
Stage the —_— de ſd e- 
h it the audience could not by 
the manners diſtinguiſh in what 
Country the Scene lay 6 whether in 
fy : more 


Eaglind, Italy,or Tur 

would it be it the manners — 
diſcover which were men and which 
the women. 

Now Nature knows nothing in the 
marners which fo properly and par- 
ticularly diſtinguithes woman as 
her modeſty, conſonant therefore ro 
our principles and Poetical, is what 
lome writers of Narural Hiſtory have 
_ ; that women when drown- 

ſwim with their faces down- 
wards, though men on the contra- 


Tragedy cannot repreſent a woman 
without modeſty as natural and efſen- 
tial ro her. 


[ n 


( 114) o 
If a woman has got any acciden- 
tal hiſtorical impudence , if docu- 
mented in the School of Nami of 
Heloeila , the is furniſh'd with ſome 
ſtock of acquired impudence, the is 
no longer to ſtalk in Tragedy on her 
high ſhocs ; but muſt rub off and pack 
down with the Carricrs into the Pro 
vence of Comedy, there ro be kicker 
abour and exposd to laughter. 

There arc degrees of modeſty 
Evadne and every perſon ſeign'd 
ought to be repreſented with more 
modeſty then Phedra or Semir amr, 
becauſe rhe Hiſtory makes it credible 
thar rtheſc had leſs of modeſty then 
Naturally is inherent to the Sex, yet 
ought theſe alſo ro ſhow more of mo 
deity then is ordinarily ſcen in men, 
that the Charactcrg might ſtill be di- 
ſtinguith'd. 

Bur (of all) the Kings murder is at- 
tended with thoſe circumſtances, 
with ſuch a knor of abſurdiry and in- 
juſtice, that I don't well know where 
to begin ro unravel it. 

This King indeed is born a Mon 


ſter, a Monliter of great hopes. and 
what 


( 115 ) 
what might we not have expected 
from him ? yer certainly the Poet 
cuts him off, &'ce ripe for puniſh- 
7 hdd ſuch mcans, tha 

A y Luc r r 
to remove Go perſon he 
makes an hundred ; and commits 
the deadly fins to puniſh a wvenial 


One. 

If Amintors falſhood and its fatal 
conſequences are to be noted, what 
occaſion have we for 2 King in this 
Tragedy ? cannot Corydon deccive his 
Amarill:s (for ſuch is Aſpatia) but 
the King muſt know of ir, the King 
muſt be murder'd for't ? 

To vex this falſc man, a Groom 
might have done the job, and have 
been the Poers Cuckold-maker to all 
igtents and purpoſes every jor as 
well. 

If it be faid that the King was ac- 
cellary ro the falſhood , 1 queſtion 
wherher in Poetry a King can be an 


— fr rg ng com- 

Amintor ; Amintor 

have 'd the Kings pardon; ſhould 

bave ſutitcr'd all che Yam” 
þ; | 


(116) 
a Tyrant could inflift; and from Pe 
rillns's Bull ſhould have till bellow. 
ed our that crernal truth, that his 
Promiſe was to be kept, that he is 
true ro Aſpatia, that he dies for his 
Miftreſs,then would his memory have 
been precious and ſweet to after-ages; 
and the Midſummer-Maydens would 
have effer'd their Garlands all at his 
grave. 

And thus the King might Kill A. 
mntor, bur Amintor could nor pre- 
rend rhar the King or Fortune Fad 
made him falſe. 


— 11 miſerum fortuna Ji 
nmOuemn 


Finxit, vanum etiam menducempgue 
1mproba finger. 


Therefore, I ſay, the King was not 
to blame ; or however not fo far,as in 
any wiſe to render his life obnoxt- 


ous. 
Bur if the Poet intended ro make 
an —_— this King, and that the 
King right or wr muſt be kil'd. 
Amintor only telt the higheſt provo- 
cations, 


( 119 ) 
cations, and he alone ſhould have 
been drawn our for the wicked inftru- 
__ for Mchimiine had no reaſon 
to be angry at an at his Siſter 
Soar canls MS 

tence to exerciſe her hands, unſels it 
were againſt her ſelf. 

It I miſtake nor, in Poetry no wo- 
man is to kill a man, except her qua- 
liry gives her the h—_ ns 
him, nor is a Servant to kill the Ma- 
ſter, nor a Private Man, much lefs 
a Subject ro kill a King , nor on the 
contrary. 

Poertical decency will nor ſuffer 
death ro be dealr tro cach other by 
ſuch perſons, whom the Laws ut Du- 
- to enter the liſts roge- 

There may be circumſtances that 
alrer the caſe, as when there is a ſut- 
hcient ground of partiality in an Au- 
drence, cither upon the account of 
Religion (as Rinaldo, or Riccardo in 
Tiffo might kill So/zman,or any other 
Twkiſh King or great Swim) or elſe 
in favour of our Country tor then a 
private Engh/b Heroe might over- 

I 


3 come 


'* ww FEY 


— TT” 0 
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come a King of ſome Rival Na- 
tion, 

Bur grant that Evadne lics under 
none of all thgſe impediments ; ſup- 
=um her duly qualit'd, and fer the 
ing wave his priviledges. Is there 
in Hiſtory any preſident of a Aagd: 
len (inncr, that mcerly from a fit of 
repentance fell foul on her Gallant at 
this horrid rate. Indced , among! 
'em, they call him l/aftful Thief, De- 
wil-King, ſhameleſs Villain, Tc. the 
Athenian Servants were better bred 


(a) « wig, «oh huairan finer with, 


Ah fool ; if we may term our My 
tFers [o. 


warm ia wh Neowin i wÞ 


Death take bim ! mo, he is my MM. 
fer. 


Bur I ſay, what reaſon is there for 
all this outcry ? What can ſhe lay to 


the King s charge ? 


{s) Enmmmpuder, 


Thon 


(119) 


Thou kept'ſt me brave at Court, 
and herd me ; 

Thou marri'd me to a young noble 
Gentleman, 


And whor'd me till. 


The noble Gentleman indeed is 
wrong'd : bur, Jour Madam, what 
reaſon is there for you ro complain ? 
did any force or philter overcome 
you ? was not you as forward ? did 
not you freely and heartily conſent ? 
mou we remember your bot ri/ang 
blood, 


-» Tour much deſire, and as much 
will 

To put that wiſhd aft in prattiſe, 
as ever yet 

Was known to Woman? 


Has the King caſt you off? or bro- 
ken articles 7 no : bur you repent f 
then repent at home ; you may make 
bold with your own body, and there 
ler fly your rage and violence. For to 
kill your Lover, is no cfic& or opera» 
I 4 tion 


( 126 ) 


tion of repentance,nor has any ground 
in nature or reaſon : tis —_ than 
brutiſh. 

But indeed moſt of our Murderers 
hitherro have been no berrer ; they 
are the Poets Ban-dogs let looſe 10 
worry thoſe the Poct had mark'd out 
for ſlaughter ; and never ſhew more 
reaſon or conſideration : and conſe- 
quently can in no wiſe occaſion cither 
pitty or terror to cauſe that delight 
expected from Tragedy. 

In Epickt Poetry cnemics arc kill'd ; 
and Ale=cntius muſt be a wicked Ty- 
rant; the better ro fer off Aneas's 
picty. In Tragedy, all the claſhing 
1s amongſt friends, no paregyrich 18 
defign'd, nor cught intended bur pit- 
ey and terror : and conſequently no 
ſhadow of ſenſe can be pretended for 
bringing any wicked perſons on rhe 
Stage. And yet in that Mezentius 
of YVirerl, we find more verruc than 
in all the characters I have yer ex- 
amind ; and greater occaſion for pit- 
ry. We torger all his cruclrics, n] as 
we fee that trouble and infinite pal- 
ſioa tor lus Son Zaxſas, (who was 

ſlain 


(121) : 
'4, in his defence, and whom 
wild not furvive,) which is fo ad- 


rably expreſt, 


--—————ZEt wat ingens 
Imo in corde pudor, miſteq; inſunia 
luttu, 
Et furiis agitatus amor,  conſcia 
virtus, Ge, 


Which lines, Tarfſo (who tranſlates 

| the whole paſſage under the names of 
Solrmino and Amiralio into his Ge- 

, ruſalemme) thus renders in more 
words, but not with more advan- 


rage, 


Ferue in mez=0 del cor bo ſdegno & 
Fomta. 

E cot Iutto ba rabbia e mifta in- 
fieme, | 

E dt be fſurie Pagitato amore, 

E noto a ſe medeſmo Fempio vakere. 


But ro return, what yer makes this 
ft of Evadue more unlikely, is, 
that ſhe ſhould b» heQor'd into a rc- 
pentance ſo pernicious, by ker _ 

ct 


( 122 ) 

ther Melantius : who is faid to be 
noble and brave ; but from his own 
mouth we may judg him a Heyor, 
like thoſe we mct with formerly ; all 
his words arc brags ; no Danger. 
feld, nor Captain Thundergun could 
fir ncer him. And for his manncrs, 
aiter one King was murdcrd by his 
contrivance, he flands on his guard, 
and rakcs up the next King thus 
roundly. 


Mel. The ſbort is this, 
Tis no ambilion to lift up my 
(elf. 


Urzes me thus : I do defire 4 
0118 
To be a Sibjeft, ſo I may be 
freed ; 
If not, I Fnozs my ſtrength, and 


<1] unbuld 

This goodly Tozn; be ſpeedy and 
be tle 

In a reply. 


And now this new King, Brother 
to the former, as herorchly throws 


him a 6lank, and bids him make his 
own 


(123) 


own terms. His words are theſe : 


Lif, Mclanthius, write in that thy 
chotre ; 


My Seal is at it. 


And more to the purpoſe we find 
not (in the Tragedy) ot this ſecond 
King ; fave only when he concludes 
the Play, and tells us, that he (for 
his parr_) will take warning how ever 
he meddles with a Woman ; as be- 
fore has bcen citcd, 

Callianax is an old humorous 
Lord, ncither wiſe nor valtant, as 
himſelf confeſſes ; and yer is en- 
truſted with the ſtrength and keys 
of the Kingdom : whereas, in Come- 
dy, he would ſcarce paſs for a good 
Yeoman of the Cellar. 

His Daughter, Aſpatia, that gives 
name to this Tragedy, makes alſo 
here a very ſimple figure. Never did 
Amintas or Paſtor fido know any 
thing ſo tender ; nor were the Arca- 
Gan Hills ever warter'd with the rears 
of a creature ſo innocent. Pr 
Lamb! how mournfully it blears ! + 
needs 


(124) 
needs no articulate voice to move 
our compaſſion : it ſeeks no ſhades 
bur undcr the diſmal Tet ; and brow- 
ſes only on Willow-garkinds : yet it 
can ſpeak tor a kiſs or fo. 


Aſp. I'll trouble you no more, yet I 
will take 
—_ Hiſs, and will not be de- 
ys A. 


": my Lord, and for the 
Virgins wee 

When Iam lud in earth; thongh 
you your ſelf 

Cn know mo pitty. Thus I wind 
my (etf 

Into this Willow garl ind, © 


Ar this rate of tattle ſhe runs on, 
and never knows when ſhe has ſaid 
cnough. 

This Ap3ti2 is a Lord's Daughter, 
and bred at Court ; yet 1s in the pre- 
ſcnee, and in the Bed-chamber of the 
] ady that ſupplants her, and amongſt 
the Bride-maids, where the aQts her 
part; and fawns upon the perjut '4 
man that fcrſakcs hcr. And now 

can- 


(125) 

cannot I be perſwaded that there is 
ought of nature or probability in all 
this, Much leſs wouid I think this a 
Woman to handle a Sword, and kick 
Amintor, as we ſee her do ſoon after. 
Nor can I conceive wherein conſiſls 
that 6/+ſſing, as ſhe calls ir; _ 
ſhe 'd ro her fclf, in being kill 
by his hands. This may be Romance, 
bur not Nature. 

And ccrrainly, of all the characters, 
this of Amimtor is the moſt unrea- 
ſonable. No reaſon appears why he 
was contracted ro Aſpatia, and lefs 
why he forſook her tor Evade ; and 
ſalt of all for his diſſcmbling, and 
bearing ſo patiently the greateſt of 

ocations that could poſſibly be 
given. Certainly no ſpeRtacle can be 
more diſpicaſing, than ro ſee a man 
tyd ro a poit, and another bufſerring 
him with an immoderate crongue. Cer- 


tainly nothing can pleaſe a generous 
mind \rnnvage. An that of Virgil. 


Parcere ſubjettis, S debellire ſu 
perbos. 


Poetry 


( 126) 


Poetry will allow no provocation 
or injury, where it allows no revenge. 
And what pleaſure can there be in 
ſecing a King threaten and hedtor 
without cauſe ; when none may be 
ſuffer'd ro make a return? Foctry 
will not permit an affront, where 
there can be no reparation. But well 
was it for us all, that Amintor was 
by the Poet his matey, endu'd with a 
reſtraining grace, and had his hands 

d 


7 Ihe King ſhould firſt have kill'd 
his own Mother ro have made him 
mad enough, and firted him for ſuch 
a monſtrous provocation. And Amzn 
for too ſhould have been guilry of 
ſome enormous crime, (as he is in- 
deed) thar drew this curſe upon him, 
and prepar'd him to receive ſo horrid 

an out-rage. Both ſhould have been 
ripe for puniſhment, which this oc- 
caſion pulls down upon them, by ma- 
king { kill cach other. Then 
Poetical Juſtice might have had its 
courſe, though no way could pitry be 
dac to cither of them. 


But , 


(1327) 

Pur furcly this character of Amrin- 
tor is (a) inconſiſtent, and is contra- 
dition all over. He is a man of Ho- 
wour, yet breaks his Faith with his 
Miſtreſs, bears the greateſt of affronts 
from his Wite that ever was given, 
and diſſembles ir. "Tis true; once 
or twice he is for ſinging a Catch, for 
the Fiddle and Dancing; but his coun- 
tenance is not always fer afrer thar 
copy ; he does not always diſſemble 
[wrvily: for ſometimes we have him 
looking ſo plcas'd, that Comedy 
would almoſt be aſham'd of ſuch a 
Cuckold, 

He is alſo honeſt, and of unſhaken 
eo yer ſometimcs has ſuch de- 
villiſh 7hrows, as would afright any 
true hiege le from fitting at a 
Coffee-houſc near him. 

And all the paſſions in him work 
fo aukwardly, as it he had ſwct'd a 
dow. Thus he threatens. 


Am. ---- Come to my 6c, or by thoſe 
hairs, 


(4) —— Servetur ad imum 
Nualr ab incepre proceſſerct, {L ſibs confler: 
(Which 


( 128 ) 
Whic thou hadſt a Soul like t 
& rd it 0 


Wes threads for Kings to wear 
their arms : 


Evad. ſo perhaps the on e.) 
Am. PF 4 thee F my 


Should not he rather have kick'd 
her our of doors? And did cover 
man huff with ſuch a parentbe- 
fs ? 

As the Sremwe and provocations 
work higher ; what A'patizz might 
have ſaid ro hie, he whines to £E 
Vadne. 


Am. What a flrange thing am 1? 

Evad. A muilerable one, one that 
my [elf am ſorry for. 

Am. Why hhew it then in this, 

If thou haft pitty, though thy love 
is none : 


Kill mr, and all true Lovers that 


F kroe 
after-ages, croiF in their de- 


fres, 
Shall bleſs thy memory , and call 


thee good. 
- Be- 


(129) 
Becauſe ſuch mercy in thy hears 
<w.15 fornd 


To rid a lomgring Wretch. 


Amintor lovd Aſpatia, and mar- 
nd Exv1dae, only becauſe the King 
commanded him. We heard | 
of his love to Evadne till now, thar 
he is rurn'd the amorous Owf, when 
he ought ro be all rage and indigna- 
1100, 


When he ſhould be filenc'd, he falls 
a preaching. 


Am. Oh thou haſt nam'd a word 
that wipes Xway 

All thoughts revengeful ; in that 
lacred name 

The King, there lies a terror; 
what frail man 

Dares lift his hand againſt it ; let 
the gods , allp> 

Speat to bim when t ale ; 
Lil then let us ſuffer 4} a__ 


This is loyal breath ; bur preſent- 
ly comes a puff that drives us back 
to the North of Scotland, 

K Am, 


( 130 ) 


, Am. ---- And it is (ome ele 

To me in theſe extremes, that I 
tnew this 

Before I touch't thee ; elſe had all 
the ſons 

Of mankind ſtood betwwixt me ard 
the King, 

I had gone through 'em to bis heart 
and thine. 


Oh, ſays he, "ris well irs no worſe, 
for had 1 lain with thee, I ſhould have 
been all fire and tury ; | would not 
have valu'd wenty Kings, bur have 
kilf'd 'em all. Well Amuntor, de guilt 
bus non et di[put imdum, there 18 dit- 
ference berwixt men and men ; fome 
one, peradvenrure, of a groſler ſenile, 
might have been as cool and well 
conrent, if he had been permirred 
the honour to touch tor once where 
his Maicſty had rouchr before. Burt 
now the ſtorm is over, and he pro- 
cceds, 

Am. ---Grove me thy hand, 

Be careful of thy credit, and ju 


cloſe, | 


"Tis 


Ti: 


(138 ) 

Tis all I w1ſh ; upon my Chamber- 
floor 

Fle reſt to tight, that morning vi- 
faters 

May think ve did 15 married peo- 
ple wie, 

And prithee ſmile upon me when 
they come, 

And (oem to toy, as if thou hadſt 
been pleas'd 

With what we did. FEvad. Fear 
not, I will do this. 

Am. Come let us pra Tile, and as 
want only 

As roer loving Bride and Brides 

om met, 
t's laugh and enter here. Evad. 

I am content. 

Am. Down all the [wellings of my 
troubled heart. 

When we walk thus entwin'd, ttt 
all eyes ſee, 

If ever Lovers better did agree. 


See how he concludes roo, to the 
eternal diſgrace of Rh:me. One might 
think that a man in his predicament 
ſhould ſcarce be in a mood to be fo 
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pleas'd with the occaſion. Beſides, 
we find here, Lovers, entic'd, lingh, 
Bridegroom, Bride, loving, wantonly, 
pleas'd, toy, prethee, did as married 
people wſe ; lo many pleaſant words 
pretty, got together, £ ongimuis 
would ſwear that no man could be 
angry at heart with all theſe in his 
mouth ; they ought none of them to 
benam'd on the ſame day with Ewad: 
we, and the tranſaftions in this Tra- 
$69: What I have cited, is only 
rom the firſt Scene, wherein Amin 
tor has buſincſs ; nor would I follow 
him farther, bur that in the third 
AG, berwixt him and Meclantius we 
find. the firit occaſion for a Tragical 
paſſion that yer (1 think) theſe 
Plays have afforded us; which ariſcs 
from the condudt of an Husband who 
diſcovers the ſecret of his Wives dif- 
honour ro his Fricnd her Brother. 
Meliniizs importunes Amuntor to 
rell the cauſe of his trouble. When 
the matter comes to be broken, they 
procced thus : 
Mel. 
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Mel. ----WWhat is it ? 

Am. Why "tis this, --it is too big 

To get owt, let my tears make way 
awhile. 


Here I ſuppoſe, Amintor mi 
berrer have wept, withour ied 
to Meclantius. 


Mel. Puniſh me ſtrangely Heaven, 
if \be eſcape 

Of hife or fame, that brought this 
Touth to this. 

Am. Towr Sifter. 

Mel. Well ſaid. 

Am. Tow't wiſh't unknown, when 

you have beard it. 

Mel. No. 

Amint. Is much to blame, 

And to the King has given her Ho- 


nour wWp--* 


This line at the full h, is ſure. 

enough, his care is, ſo ro mince 

Lc matter as not to offend the 

Brother. Some broken ſpeeches, as 

your Siſter, the King, her honour, 8 
K 3 
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the like, with now and then a ſprink- 
ling of his rears, might have ſuthed, 
and the lrothcr thould have been 
Jett ro gucls and paraphraſe the broad 
meaning. ur Ammior harps upon 
the ſame firms var of rime himiclt 
What to'lows. 1s plainly ro upbraid 
and affrunc his Friend by words, 
though he intended nothing les ; 
for he gucs on : 


Am. And les in whoredom with 
him. 


And what yer is more filly, in the 
next he adds, 


Am. Jbe's wanton, I am hoath to 
[iy a whore, 
Though it be true, 


This provokes Mel intiuy ro draw 
his Sword, and he 1s for fighting 4 
muutor ; yet I am apt ro be of 4 
winiors mind, which hc thus c« 
prelics : 


Am. --It was baſe in you, 
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To wee a werghty ſecret from your 
Friend, 
And then rage at it. 


Yer Melaintivs perſiſts, till Amin- 
for is provoked to draw his Sword, 
and then Melintins purs up. Hrvie- 
quin and Scaramuut!ro might do theſe 
things. Tragedy ſuficrs 'em nor, here 
is no p'ace for Cowards, nor for 

iddy yellows, and Bullics with their 
lquabbles. When a Sword is once 
drawn in Tragedy, the Scabbard may 
be thrown away ; there is no leaving 
whar is once defign'd, rill it be tho- 
roughly effeted. Ipbigenis Tanrica 
went to ſacrifice Oreſtes, and ſhe do. 
liſted, why ? the diſcover'd him to 
be her Brother. None here are ſuch 
Fools as by words to begin a quarrel ; 
nor of fo lirtle reſolution, to be talker 
agen from it,withourt ſome new emer- 
gent cauſe that diverts them, No 
(a) ſimple alteration of mind ought 
to produce or hinder any action in 
a Tragedy. 


(a) 4h. 
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Yet far more faulry is what ol- 
lows ; the counter-!urn has no ſhadow 
of ſenſe or ſobriety. Melantivs has 
ſwaggered away his fury, and now 
Amentor is all agog to be afighring ; 
tor what ; bur to ger his ſecret back 
again. 


Am, ----Groe it me agim, 

Or I will find it wherelor ve it lit 

Hid in the mortallft part, imocut 
a way to get it back, 


Thou art mad Aminior, Bedlam nx 
the only place for thee; it thou 


comeſt here with thy madneſs, Tra- 
{ns expects (6) wi cum ratione 
anias, 

Hercules was mad, and Kkili'd his 
Witc and Childrea, yer there was 
reaſon in his madneſs; a miſt was 
calt before his cyecs, he miſtook them 
for their enemies, and believ'd he 
was revenging their quarrel whillt 
he beat their brains our. That was 
a madneſs might move pity ; but 
this of Amintor is mcerly bruiriſh, 


(Þ) Trrezer; 
and 


withour ſhewing ſomerhing berrer. 
tor a quarrel berwixt rwo friends, 
with the ture and counter-turs : ler 
me commend that Scene in the Iphi- 
mnia in Aulide. Where Agamemwon 
ving conſented that his Da 
houll be ſacrific'd, and (that her Mo- 
ther might let her come the more 
willingly ) ſent for her with a pce- 
tence that ſhe was to be marrid to 


the Lerters trom him betore Agamen- 
now's face, and read them ; and now 
aroſe the conteſt : Menclizs was zca- 
lous for the publick the more, 
becauſe it agreed much with 
his own intereſt : and Agamemnes 
had cauſe enough to ſtand up for his 
Daughter ; bur yer, at length, with 


weep» 
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weeping ©\ CS, and ſhame for his 
weakneſs and partiality, he yiclded 
up he cauſc. Bur Menelins row ICC» 
ing the conflict ot Agamemmnen, the 
rcars rowling down Ins checks, and 
his repentance, this ſight melted the 
heart of him, and now hc turns Ad 
vocarc for Iphigen, it: Ke will have 
Hellew and the concerns of Greece 
left to the mercy of k.caven, rather 
than that his Brother Agamemncn 
ſhould do fo much violence to him- 
fclt ; and that fo Ver rous A Young 
Princeſs be rrapan'd to loſe her lite. 

Here all the morions ariſe from oc- 
caſhons great and juſt; and this is 
marrer for a Jrene truly paſſionate 
and Tragical. 

We may remember (how-cver we 
find this Scene of Mel inthius and 
Amin'or wruten in the Book) that 
ar the Therter we have a good Scene 
Adtcd. there is work cur out, and 
both our A#ſopus and KRolciuts are on 
the Stage rogerher - Whatever deicRt 
may bc in Ammior and Mclanthins :; 
Mr. Hirt and Mr. Mobun are wanting 
in nothing To thcle we owe for 

what 
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what is pleaſing in the Scene ; and to 
this Scene we may impute the fſuc- 
ceſs of the Muids Tragedy. 

The Drolls in this Play make not 
ſo much noiſc as in the rwo former ; 
but are leſs excuſable here. In the 
former they keep ſome diſtance, and 
make a ſort of z=terlud*: bur here they 
thruſt into the principal places; when 
we ſhould give our tull atrention to 
what is _— When we would 
liſten tro a Late, our cars arc rapt 
with the __— and twang of 
Tongs and Tew 5. Aman ma 
be bh ro Lets 5 jel of his own ai 
forruncs + bur furely "ris unnatural 
and barbarous ro laugh when we ſee 
another on the Scaffold. Some would 
laugh to find me mentioning Sicreft- 
ces, Oracles, and Goddefſes + old Su- 

rſlitions, ſay they, not practicable, 

t more than ridiculous on our 
Stage. Theſe have not obſery'd with 
whatArt Virgil has manag'd the Gods 
of Homer, nor with what judgment 
Taſſo and Cowley employ the heaven- 
ly powers in a Chriſtian Poem. The 
hke hints from Sopbeckes and Emripi- 
des 
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det might alſo be improv'd by modcrn 
Tragedians ;- and ſomething thence 
devis'd ſuitable ro our Faith arid Cu- 
ſomes. "Tis the general reaſon I con- 
tend for : Nor would I more have 
Oracles or Goddeſſes on the Stage, 
then hear the perſons ſpeak Greet, 
they arc Apes and not men that imi- 
rate with ſo little diſcretion. 

Some would blame me for inſiſting 
and examining only what is apt 10 
2 <—_ a word of what might 

's 

1. I believe the cnd of all Poerry is 
ro pleaſe. 

2. Some forts of Poetry pleaſc 
withour profiting, 

3. I am confident whoever writcs 
a Tragedy cannot plcaſe bur muſt al- 
ſo protit; 'tis the Phyſick of the mind 
that he makes palatable. 

And beſides the purging of the pal- 
frons ; ſomething muſt ſtick by oblecr- 
ving that conſtant order, that har- 
mony and beaury of Providence, that 
necelary relation and chain, where- 
by the cauſes and the effects, the ver- 
rucs and rewards, che vices and their 
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nihneas arc proportion'd and 
[04d rogether ; how deep and deck 
ſocver are laid the Springs, and how- 
ever intricate and involy'd arc their 
operations. 
But theſe enquiries I leave to men 


of more flegm and conſiderati- 


on. 
Othello comes next to hand, bur lay- 
my Pa rogerher withour 
mere ſcribling, 1 find a volumn, and a 
greater banks then 1 dare well ob- 
trade upon you. 
if 1 blindly wandcr in erroneous 
ths, 'tis more then time Mr. 
ard that you fer me right, and it I 
am not ſo much our of the way ; then 
moſt of rhe main faulrs in theſe other 
Tragedies cannot be far from our 
[en not on their skirrh 
1 will wait your direQtion cre I ad- 
rance farther, and be ſure —_— 
pardon for what is paſt. Many feem- 
ng contradictions I rather ro 
in 


ſhip over, then ro be ever caſting i 
your way ſome T_ 
dftindton. 

Many 
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Many other flips and miſtakes roo 
you mcet withall, but the fortune Ti 
Greece depends not on them. 

Nor I know could you ( that read 
Hebrew without the pricks) be at a 
loſs for the ſenſe, where you found 
not a period truly pointed. 

If the Characters I have examin'd 
arc the fame 1 rake them for, I fend 
you Monſters cnough for one Zar- 
tholmew-fair : but what would vexa 
Chriltian , theſc arc ſhown 0s tor our 
own likenceſſcs, theſe are the Duh 
Pictures of humane kind. 

{ have thought our Poctry of the 
lat Age as ws as our Archuccture, 
one cauſe thereof might be, rhat Arr 
Hotl''s treatiſe of Portry has been fo 
little Nudicd amongſt us, it was per- 
@-55 Commented upon by all the 
great men in Irily, betore we well 
know (on this fide of the Alps) that 
there was ſuch a Book in being. And 
though Horxce comprizes all in that 
ſmall Epiſtle of his ; yer few will 
think long enough togerher to be 
Maſllcrs, and to underſtand the 
reaſon of what is dcliverd fo mn 
ſhorr. With 
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With the remaining Tragedies 1 
ſhall alſo ſend you fome reficctions on 
that P.radilc off oft Miltens, which 
ſome are plcav'd to call a Poem, and 
alſcrt Pee againſt the ſlender Sophi- 
firy wherewith he attacques it : and 
a'lo a Narrative of Petrarct's Coro- 
nation in the Cpitel, with all the 
Pax ific alrbrir on that occalion, which 
ems wanting in Sridew, where he 
trears on that ſubjet. Let me only 
anticipate a little in behalf of the Ca- 
talrme, and now tell my & ts, 
that though the contrivance and a+ 
conomy 15 faulty cnough, yer we there 
find (beſides what is 'd from 
others) more of Poerry and of 
thought, more of Nature and of Tra- 
gedy, then peradvenrure can be ſcrap't 
together from all rhoſe other 
Fly. 

Nor can I be difpleas'd with honeſt 
Ben, whenrhe rather chooſes ro bor- 
row a Melon of his Neighbour, than 
to treat us with a Pumpron of his 


own growth. 
Bur 
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Bur all is fabmirred to you Men of 
berter ſenſe, by 


SIK, 


Jour mo! _ 
bi mwble Servant 


T. Rymer 


HE Life of Sir Walker Kaliegh, with 
his Trial and Arraignment at Wis 
eheffer, in oftavo, proce bound 2 5. 

Amony and Claparrs, a Tragedy, as &t 
is Afted at the Dukes Theater written by 
the Honoureblr Sir Charice Scale), Baronet, 

i. 

Cree, & Tragedy, as it is Atted at the 
Dukes Theater, written by Charks Dave 
war, LCD: price 14 

Iles Carter, Prince of Spain, a Tragedy, 
a it us Atted art the Dukes Thearer, writ- 
ten by The, Orway, price 1 5. 

The Art of making Love, or Rules for 
the Conduct of Ladies and Gallanrs in cher 
Amours, price bound 15. 

Are lod by #. Toaajos, at Grays Tas Gate 
next Graz lus Lane, 
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